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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Thanks for your interest in this new arrangement of the Cole Porter classic, What is This Thing Called Love? I first fell in love 
with this tune after hearing Clifford Brown’s epic recording. Although this arrangement does not directly mimic his, the 
inspiration can still be heard.

To me, contrast is key. All of the melodic statements that first begin at m. 17 should be played very smoothly and connected. 
However, the intro material (mm. 1–15) and bridge (m. 50) should be played energetically with articulations that are 
exaggerated enough that they jump off the page. 

It’s critical that the various drum grooves stay metronomically consistent. During the “floaty” section (mm. 86–104), the 
tempo should stay the same, but the “time” should be stated less often. If the chart is played as written, the effect should 
happen naturally. However, once again, the tempo itself should not speed up or slow down. 

The drum solo (mm. 142–162) should build gradually in volume and complexity and should peak on beat 3 of m. 162. If the 
drummer can keep the tempo steady while still being creative, the repeated section (mm. 142–149) could be played three 
or four times before moving onto m. 150.

As always, be sure to listen closely to the professional recording that Alfred Music has provided at alfred.com. For further 
study, listen to Clifford Brown’s aforementioned version, as well as others.

Thanks again.

 —Alan Baylock

Alan  
Baylock
Alan Baylock is quickly becoming recognized as 
one of the most creative young voices in the music 
business today. He is in demand as a composer, 
arranger, conductor, producer, instrumentalist, 
educator, and is the leader of the Alan Baylock 
Jazz Orchestra. He is the chief arranger for the 
renowned USAF Airmen of Note and “Jazz Composer 
in Residence” at Shenandoah University. 

Baylock’s music has been performed and/or recorded 
by jazz greats Freddie Hubbard, Michael Brecker, 
Joe Lovano, Paquito D’Rivera, Maynard Ferguson, 
Phil Woods, David Liebman, Arturo Sandoval, Kurt 
Rosenwinkel, Kenny Werner, Nicholas Payton, 
Nnenna Freelon, Tierney Sutton, Kurt Elling and 
many more. His eclectic talents have also led him to 
writing music for Roy Clark, Clint Black, Wynonna, Al 
Jarreau, Chaka Khan, Patti LaBelle, Spyro Gyra, Ronan 
Tynan, and symphony orchestras here and abroad.

Baylock’s mastery of the art of jazz arranging and 
composition expresses itself in his incomparable 
technique, virtuosity, and an unquenchable desire to 
challenge and surprise. Along with explosive energy, 
ingenious reharmonizations, imaginative melodic, 
tonal and rhythmic expressions, Alan’s creations 
beam with a sense of joy and soulfulness, and 
are a glimpse into the depth of the human spirit. 
An inspiring educator, Alan is regularly featured 
as guest artist, clinician, and adjudicator at jazz 
festivals, universities and high schools across the 
country. Many of his compositions/arrangements are 
published by Alfred Music.
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WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED LOVE?
From Wake Up and Dream
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