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ctor 1st Trombone

1st Eb Alto a@one 2nd Trombone (Optional)
2nd &Al%xophone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
Tst Nr axophone Guitar Chords
2 nor Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)
Bafitone Saxophone (Optional) Piano
%Trumpet Bass
2nd Bb Trumpet Drums

Q 3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

Optional/Alternate Parts
C Flute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)




NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This chart is written around one of my favorite grooves, the swing-shuffle. As notated in the chart, for the shuffle feel, the drum
should strive to play a pattern of the first and third note of a triplet on the ride cymbal (or hi-hat) throughout most of the arrangement.
Practice this slowly then up to tempo as needed. Next add a heavy back beat on 2 and 4 on the snare as notated.

device used by bassists to add some pop and brightness to a walking bass line. Check out the demo track at a
bass player executes this rhythm pattern.

The saxophones are alone for the opening four-bar statement, with a bend on the first note. | star,
of my favorite Thad Jones arrangements, “Big Dipper. Bending a note might be a new idea for you
by loosening their embouchure to begin the note under pitch, then tightening it to bring i
reed players can master this, it will have the desired effect.

ng reed players. Have them start

. Even if only aéuple of your
, (A) and hgith a staccato. A

ig banﬁita to is short, think “dit”

Regarding articulation, the brass and saxes have some hits marked with a marcato, or roofto
big band rooftop is an accented and detached “fat” note which ends with a to k “daht”

When there are two eighth notes followed by a rest, the articulation js | k “doo-dit.” One ofithe keys to making a jazz
ensemble sound tight is having everyone agree on how to play all the'arti i csarea ke@king the band sound well-
rehearsed and mature. At m. 61 and m. 85 the background figure shoul andrise t id z before the fall. Remind your
players that they need to blow twice as much air on a fall, so it ca e sure that your blow all the way through the
mini crescendos at m. 101, m. 105, and m. 109. Direct the players w@ats 3 and 4!

Take note of the trombone solo with a plunger. The plunge e left han pad of the hand resting on the bottom
of the bell and manipulated by bending the wrist o in to cover or open the bell'of the horn. The markings indicate if the bell
should be closed (+) or open (o). Either way, your tr eeds to blow a Ic@r to get the right sound. This provides an excellent
opportunity to explain to the band how we often t i the huma iceWith our instruments.

Speaking of the human voice, many of a %tions of vocal shouts and phrases, which is a common
practice in old-school big band ic. To is home, it is sugg hat the band actually sing or better yet shout at m. 117. The
short jabs they have been p al word&ey,””What,””Come On,”and “Ain’t Noth-in"!". This shout technique can be
a lot of fun! For this to wotk, the band has to embrace the i and sing or shout with confidence. If they have fun with it, the audience

will too. And one last sugge your performance: . 122 to the end of the chart, have the trombone and alto sax soloists
stand as they trade and do bat
Good luck and have fun with this o

will be excitin an audience perspective and will give your players a chance to stand out.

V —Zachary Smith

Zachary
Smith

Zachary Smith is a noted composer, arranger, and
professional trumpet player and has led the New
Orleans music ensemble Dixie Power Trio for the
past twenty-five years. He eamed a BS in jazz
performance at the University of North Texas and has
maintained a busy performing, writing, and teaching
schedule in the Washington, D.C. area. Zack has a
gamered a large following as an arranger for his
brass ensemble writing and won the 2012 Humboldt
State University Brass Chamber Music competition.
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