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PROGRAM NOTES 

Gateway Overture was commissioned by Blackhawk Middle School (Bensenville, IL), under 
the direction of Mr. William Winters. This was a special project for me, because Blackhawk 
is my junior high alma mater, and I was more than grateful for the opportunity to give back in 
some small way, to the school that gave me so much and helped put me on the path to where I 
am today.  

I was able to have a couple video chat sessions with Mr. Winters and the band, and with their 
help and input, we decided on an overture-style piece that would have faster and energetic 
parts, as well as slower and more lyrical passages as well. I was happy to write something that 
could help the students develop multiple styles of playing.  

I decided on the title Gateway Overture after visiting Bensenville's website, where I learned 
that the town now has the motto "Gateway to Opportunity." Once I read that, I knew what 
the title needed to be. It is my hope that this piece reminds these young musicians that the 
future holds new and exciting opportunities.  

Instrumentation 
 

Flute 
Oboe 

Bassoon 
Clarinet in B-Flat 1, 2 

B-Flat Bass Clarinet 
Alto Saxophone in E-Flat 1, 2 

Tenor Saxophone in B-Flat 
Baritone Saxophone in E-Flat 

Trumpet in B-Flat 1, 2 
Horn in F 

Trombone 1, 2 
Euphonium 

Tuba 
Bells 

Snare Drum, Bass Drum 
Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine 

Timpani 
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Bassoon

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2
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Alto Sax 1

Alto Sax 2

Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb 2

Horn in F
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Trombone 2

Euphonium

Tuba

Bells

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Suspended Cymbal, 

Tambourine)

Timpani
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