GRADE LEVEL: 3.5

BACH TO ROCK

FOR STRING ORCHESTRA

with Optional Rock Rhythm Section

MARK W0OD

Instrumentation —

Full Score

Violin |

Violin Il

Viola

Cello

String Bass

Piano Accompaniment
Electric Guitar

Electric Bass

Drumset
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PROGRAM NOTES

The composer writes: “l wrote Bach to Rock as a tribute toithe great composerJohann Sebastian Bach. | wanted
to showcase the beauty the 17th century with a more éentemporary rock feel. The themes, particularly the
opening idea, are primarily Baroque in approach.”

The rock aspects of the work are in the harmoniies.and, of course, the,use of the optional rock and roll rhythm
section consisting of piano, guitar, bass, and drums.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Bach to Rock uses Baroque gestures within a rockandoll context. Play with the force of rock but with attention
to some of the practiceS ofthe 17th century.

Violin I's 16th-note figure, first presented in measures 41 to 43, uses a finger pattern that allows the hand to shift
between first ()and'second (Il) position without changing the pattern. Have the players practice the pattern
with the shift slowly at fifst to help ensureiaecurate intonation. Violin | also plays measures 17 through 24
entirely infSecond pesition.

Anoth€r pattern is a B> octavéjalternation in eighth notes. Always stress the upper Bb a little to create an
interesting cross-rhythm betweensthe parts.

ABOUT THE ROCKIRHYTHM SECTION

Although Bach toReek can be played by strings alone, an optional standard rock rhythm section can be used
consisting of quitaggelectric bass, piano, and drums. Only the piano part appears in the score; separate guitar,
bass, piano, anddrumset parts are provided. Another option is to use the rhythm section play-along track that
is available as afree download. To access the audio visit alfred.com/49053.

For more information and access to free downloadable materials, please visit alfred.com/markwood.

W
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W (]

MARK WOOD

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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