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The menuet is a dance of French origin. It is said that King Louis XIV danced the “very first” menuet,
composed by Lully in 1653. Menuets were originally played at a very moderate tempo but later took on
considerably more speed. They should always be played with graceful dignity.
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Prelude in C Minor
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(“Lute Prelude”)
% Track 13
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This selection is sometimes called the “Lute Prelude,” because it was composed for lute. Bach may have played it on his own

lute-clavecin (a harpsichord fitted with lute strings).






