
Translation
There are differing interpretations of the meaning of the phrase “Riu, riu, chiu.” 

Some have interpreted it as the bird call of a nightingale or kingfisher. 
Alternatively, “riu” is the word for “river” in Catalan.

One possible translation is:
Riu, riu, chiu,

the guard by the river.
God has protected

our lamb from the wolf.

Pronunciation Guide
Ri-u, ri-u, chi-u, 

REE-oo, REE-oo, CHEE-oo, 
[ri-u, ri-u,tSi-u.]

la guar-da ri-be-ra. 
lah GWAHR-dah ree-BEH-rah 

[la gwaR-da ri-bE-Ra.]

Dios guar-do el lo-bo 
dyohs GWAHR-doh ehl LOH-boh 

[djos gwaɾ-do El lo-bo]

de nues-tra cor-de-ra. 
deh NWEH-strah kohr-DEH-rah. 

[dE nwEs-tɾa kɔɾ-dE-ɾa.] 

* Note that [r] is trilled, while [ɾ] is flipped.

 
Please see Alfred’s IPA Made Easy (42789)  

for further explanation of the International Phonetic Alphabet.
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Spanish Villancico
Arranged by MARK BURROWS

With rhythmic vitality (q = ca. 112)

Copyright © 2020 by Alfred Music
All Rights Reserved.   Printed in USA.

To purchase a full-length performance recording of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads

for S.S.A.B. voices, a cappella
with tambourine and hand drum*

RIU, RIU, CHIU

TAMBOURINE

HAND DRUM
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* Also available for S.A.T.B. (48396).
   Visit alfred.com for digital scores and audio.

   Visit alfred.com/choralparts to download free parts for tambourine and hand drum.
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