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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This tune was written by the guitarist for my band, the Dixie Power Trio, and features a really fun, funky, “New Orleans-y
groove. It is a blues in two key centers that alternate back and forth. The tempo is marked as quarter note anywhere
164-180 BPM. | suggest beginning by rehearsing at a slower tempo when you are getting the chart together, then gr,
increase the tempo as your band becomes more comfortable with the chart. A key element to the arrangemen
your rhythm sectlon to lock in W|th each other. Try having them simply vamp over mm. 3-6 for a few

be musically married to each other for the entire chart to make the groove come alive. The guita imple riff that fits
in between the bass/drum groove, but it needs to be played in as exact a manner as possible. The Id focus
on playing in lock-step with the bass.

Tight articulation is the goal for the horns in this arrangement. Staccato should be played very short with a“dit”a tio;

with a“t” sound at the end. The marcato, or rooftop, accents should be played like a fat qUatter note, think “daht.” the
horns first sing the figure in m. 12, the accented quarter note followed by the stacc ote. Think “dusdit” and play
the same each time. The piano and bass will have this same articulation throu 6

The quarter note figure in mm. 28-29—accented quarter, staccato quarte rooftop note—should
be played as “du dit—daht!” At m. 79 and m. 127, make sure the hor ying super—sh &ato, and keep the

the soIos?

The saxophones have a tricky little pentatonic lick in mm. 47— i i m —-171. This will provide a
great opportunity to teach your students how to work on i i wly then increasing to the
desired tempo. Using a metronome, begin playing it with g hen move it up gradually. Within
ten minutes you will have the section playing the li learned a valuable lesson on how to

approach a difficult passage. You can use this sa he whole horfsection at m. 79 and m. 127.

My last suggestion is directed toward the sol tis time to sta@; and take a jazz solo at a concert, try to avoid
having the soloist pull his or her music of their f@ read the notes or chords better (we have all seen
this hundreds of times). Even if the itt , the audience would like to believe that it's being
played from the heart. That' d se a music stand g the soloist’s horn and face. Strive to have the soloist

y and Iw)wn at the music as needed. If you have a microphone in front

Wishing you the best, hopin enjoy the chQ
0 —Zachary Smith

Zachary
Smith

Zachary Smith is a noted composer, arranger, and
professional trumpet player and has led the New
Orleans music ensemble Dixie Power Trio for the
past twenty-five years. He eamed a BS in jazz
performance at the University of North Texas and has
maintained a busy performing, writing, and teaching
schedule in the Washington, D.C. area. Zack has a
gamered a large following as an arranger for his
brass ensemble writing and won the 2012 Humboldt
State University Brass Chamber Music competition.
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