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Steel Valley Transformation

Portraits of Youngstown, Ohio and the Mahoning Valley
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Mallet Percussion
(Chimes/Xylophone/Vibraphone)

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Concert Toms [2]/Splash,Cymbal/
Hi-Hat Cymbals/Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Triangle/China Cymbal/Suspended
Cymibal/Tambourine, Crash Cynibals/
Brake Drum/Triangle/Bongos)

Optional Percussion 3
(Metal Tubeés [2]/Cabasa)

SUPPLEMENTAL and
WORLD PARTS

Availablefor download from
wwiw.alfred.com/stpplemental

Eb Alto Clarinet

1st Horn in Eb

2nd Horn in E5

1st Trombone,in Bb Bass Clef
2ndd¥embene in Bb Bass Clef
3rdFrombone in Bb Bass Clef
1st Trobnbone in Bb Treble Clef
2nd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
3rd Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
Baritone in Bb Bass Clef

Tuba in Eb Bass Clef

Tuba in Eb Treble Clef

Tuba in Bb Bass Clef

Tuba in Bb Treble Clef

PROGRAM NOTES

Commissioned for and dedicated to the 2019 Ohio Music Education Association
District 5 High School Honors Band in Youngstown, Ohio, Steel Valley Transformation
is,an original concert work celebrating the grit and resolve of Ohio’s Mahoning
Valley community over the past century. Once a major producer of America’s steel,
the Valley/has seen many changes over the years including the region’s new role as
a teehinological center. The piece was premiered on November 9, 2019 under the
directiomof the composer.

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system.
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.

a division of Alfred

@eﬂwm BAND



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This piece calls for a minimum of six percussionists, but seven or eight players could be utilized. If you'have
seven players, the optional Percussion 3 part should be utilized. This part calls for metal tubes which should
be approximately 1-2 inches in diameter, in varying lengths and should be played with plastic mallets. Strive
for a darker tone with these sounds so they complement the splash and China cymbal timbres within the
percussion section. The mallet percussion part is written to be played by one player. However, some of the
xylophone passages could be doubled on bells (without rolls) in the following sections to employ an eighth
player: measure 9-11, 26-37, 47-59, 83-86, 119-132, 169—-end.

The introduction should be played with attention to style and dynamics. Measure\11 begins the first section
of the work, “Steel Prosperity,” which pays tribute to the Mahoning Valley steel workers and thie heyday of the
steel mills during the majority of the 20th Century. This section should have agroove, and all players must
subdivide the beat to achieve this goal. Feel free to alter the tempo of thisipassage slightly ifthe groove is not
present. Percussion should play up to the dynamics of the winds but never overpaweritheifvolume. The China
cymbal should have a dark timbre, and a cymbal with rivétsiwill sustain nicely. A métal trash can lid could be a
substitute for a China cymbal. HAVE FUN!!

The second section, “Resolve,” is meant to capture,the lament of the community upon the collapse of

the Valley’s Steel Mill industry in the latter part of the 20th,Century. Dynamigs are written to keep the
accompaniment from overshadowing the.meledy. This‘passage is a great ©pportunity to work on expressive
playing. Following the printed dynamics will result in the ensemblie shaping the phrases. The ending of this
passage, measures 87-92, featukes an alto saxophone soloist accempanied by bassoon and all clarinets—
balance is of utmost importance agthis sectioni€omes to an end.

The final section, “New Beginhings,“pays tribute to this cammunity’s sense of hope and optimism as well as
the Valley’s new life as a technology centet. Again, thissection should have a groove, and the tempo can be
altered slightly to achieve.a clean and precisesense of time from the ensemble. A strong subdivision of the
beat will lead to this goal'andimake the sectionyfparticularly the passage from measure 149-156, fun for both
the players and theraudience. Adhering to and exaggerating the dynamics of this section will help end the
piece in a driving and exciting manner.

| witnesse@ firsthand the strength ahdsense of community that is present in the people of the Mahoning
Valleygas | not only'lived there forsevéh years but began my teaching career there as well. | was honored to
write this tribute to the peopleof the Valley who are strong in every sense of the word and will always have a
special placelin my heast.

I hope you and your stlidents find Steel Valley Transformation a rewarding and fun work to study and perform.

Y 5L Borof-



Dedicated to the 2019 Ohio Music Education Association District 5 High School Honors Band, Youngstown, Ohio

Steel Valley Transformation
FULL SCORE Portraits of Youngstown, Ohio and the Mahoning Valley
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“New Beginnings”
Bright J = 138-144
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