
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

El Relicario
By José Padilla (1889–1960) 

Arranged by Michael Story (ASCAP)

PROGRAM NOTES 

Spanish composer José Padilla (1889–1960) wrote El Relicario in 1918. It has 
become one of the most popular and frequently performed paso dobles 
ever written. The paso doble, which means “double step,” is a military-style 
march that is frequently played at bullfights and other events. 

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Before rehearsing El Relicario for the first time, review the correct fingerings 
and slide positions for concert G-flat and D-flat.

The piece is written at a tempo of 
q
 =120. As your ensemble becomes more 

comfortable with the music, you may want to increase the tempo slightly.

Correct articulations are important to the overall performance of this piece, 
as some instruments have different articulations than others in the same 
sections. Unless otherwise marked, all unmarked quarter notes should be 
played for their full value.

You may need to adjust the volume in the upper woodwinds at 28, so the 
melody in the low winds can be adequately heard.

I hope you and your ensemble enjoy El Relicario.

BEGINNING BAND

INSTRUMENTATION

Grade 1

 1 Conductor
 10 Flute
 2 Oboe
 10 Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 6 Eb Alto Saxophone
 4 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 8 Bb Trumpet
 4 F Horn

 6 Trombone/Baritone/Bassoon
 2 Baritone Treble Clef 

(World Part Trombone in Bb Treble Clef)
 4 Tuba
 2 Mallet Percussion 

(Xylophone/Bells)
 1 Optional Timpani 

(Tune F, Bb)
 2 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
 3 Percussion 2 

(Castanets, Maracas or Shaker/Tambourine)

WORLD PARTS
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Horn in Eb

Trombone/Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto 
Saxophone

Bb Tenor 
Saxophone

Eb Baritone 
Saxophone

Bb Trumpet

F Horn

Trombone / Baritone /
Bassoon

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Xylophone/Bells)

Optional 
Timpani

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Castanets,
Maracas or Shaker/
Tambourine)
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All Rights Reserved including Public Performance

By José Padilla (1889-1960)
Arranged by Michael Story (ASCAP)

El Relicario
FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 2:00
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