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Stan Pethel has written, arranged, orchestrated and produced music for church 

choirs for over 40 years.  He has long since earned a loyal following among 

directors and singers due to his genuine, accessible music and lyrics, solid, singable 

vocal scoring and playable piano accompaniments. Stan also has that rare gift of 

making small choirs sound big, and big choirs sound better.  In addition to his 

decades as a college music professor, conductor, and instrumentalist, his writing 

style is also a result of him being a part-time church music director himself for 

many years (and something he continues to do to this day as of this writing).  

Above all, Stan’s writing reflects Stan himself:  It’s not about him; it’s about music 

for the worship of the Lord and for whom he’s writing: the local choir and its 

congregation.  

There’s a Song in the Air is a musical that epitomizes the signature Stan Pethel style 

that has made him a staple in choral libraries around the world.  It’s fresh, yet 

familiar. It’s easy, yet never dull. This musical will give your choir and 

congregation a simple slice of Christmas while doing so with refreshing new songs, 

beloved carols, and theologically sound lyrics and narration.  This work is also 

useful for senior adult choirs, ensembles, and especially medium-to-small sized 

choirs looking for a musical that can be a special addition for Christmas without 

overtaxing the director and choir member’s already busy Christmas season 

schedules.  

Blessings to you as you celebrate the profound message of Christmas…simply and 

wonderfully…with There’s a Song in the Air.

    -The Publisher 

1.  Only one narrator is required, but different narrators in each section can be used 

     effectively.

2.  The congregation can sing with the choir on any of the familiar carols.

3.  Free downloadable optional drama is available at 

     www.jubilatemusic.com/downloads.  Enter 47954 in the search window.

4.  The full orchestration heard on the Listening CD for this musical is available by 

     calling 866-742-7212.  Instrumentation: Score and parts for Flute 1, 2; Oboe; 

     Clarinet 1, 2; Bassoon; Horn in F 1, 2; Trumpet 1,2; Trombone 1, 2; Tuba; 

     Violin 1, 2; Viola; Cello; Bass; Harp; Timpani; Bells; Percussion.
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Music begins: Narration starts at measure 5 (*)

NARRATOR:

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.  So everyone went

to be taxed to the city of their fathers.  Joseph also went up from Galilee,

out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 

with child.  
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Arranged by 

STAN PETHEL

THE SONG FROM AFAR

© Copyright 2019 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.

P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

* Tune: CHRISTMAS SONG, Karl P. Harrington, 1861-1953
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“The Wonderful Birth” music begins: Narration starts at measure 8 (*)

NARRATOR:

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished

that she should be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn son,

and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger;

because there was no room for them in the inn.  
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Arranged by 

STAN PETHEL

THE WONDERFUL BIRTH

© Copyright 2019 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.

P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

* Tune: CRADLE SONG, William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921
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Words: Emily E.S. Elliot (1836-1897), alt.

Tune: MARGARET, Timothy R. Matthews (1826-1910)
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Tune: MUELLER, James R. Murray (1841-1905)
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Tune: STILLE NACHT, Franz Grüber (1787-1863)

.˙
night,

.˙

œœ œ œ œ œ˙
œœœ ˙̇̇

.œ jœ œ
ho ly

.œ Jœ œ

œœ œœb œ

œ œ ˙b

.˙
night,

.˙

œ̇ œ œ œœ œœ

..˙̇b

˙ œ
all is

˙ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ ˙

- -

&

?

&

?

bb

bb

bb

bb

61

.˙
calm,

.˙

..œœ
jœœ œœ

œ ˙

˙ œ
all is

˙ œ

.
œ̇ œb œ œ

œœbb ˙̇b

.˙
bright

.˙

˙̇n œ ˙ œ œ

.˙

˙̇ œœ
round yon

˙̇ œœ

œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ .œ Jœ

64

˙ .œ jœ œœ
vir gin

˙ .œ jœ œœ

œœœ œœœ œ œœœ

.˙

-

14

47954

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

Pre
vie

w O
nl

y

Le
ga

l U
se

 R
eq

ui
re

s P
ur

ch
as

e



&

?

&

?

bb

bb

bb

bb

66

..œœ
jœœ œœ

moth er and..œœ J
œœ œœ

œœœ œœœ œœœ

˙ œ œ

˙̇ Œ
child!

˙̇ Œ

œœ œœ œœ œœb œœb

˙ œ

˙̇ œœ
Ho ly˙̇ œœ

œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ .œ Jœ

..œœ
jœœ œœ

In fant so..œœ J
œœ œœ

œœœ œœœ œ œœœ

˙ œ

..œœ
jœœ œœ

ten der and..œœ J
œœ œœ

˙̇˙œ œ œœœ

˙ œ

- - - -

&

?

&

?

bb

bb

bb

bb

71

.˙œ ˙n
mild,

..˙̇

˙̇œ ˙n
œ

.˙

˙ œ
sleep in

Œ œ œ
sleep in

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœb

œ œ ˙

72 ..œœ
jœœ œœ

heav en ly

.œ Jœ œ#
heav en ly

œœ œœ œœ œœ
˙ œ#

..˙̇
peace,

.˙
peace,

..œœ jœ œ œ

œ œ ˙

..˙̇

..˙̇n

.œ̇ œ œ

...˙̇̇n

p

p

p

- -

- -

&

?

&

?

bb

bb

bb

bb

76

œ œ œ
sleep inœ œ œ

..˙˙œ ˙

..˙̇

.œ jœ œ
heav en ly

.œ Jœ œ

.œ̇ œ œ

..˙̇

.˙
peace,

.˙

œ œ œ œ

œ œ ˙

˙ Œ

˙ Œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ ˙

˙ œ
sleep in

˙ œ

..˙̇œ œ œ

.˙

80

- -

 15 

47954

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

Pre
vie

w O
nl

y

Le
ga

l U
se

 R
eq

ui
re

s P
ur

ch
as

e



&

?

&

?

bb

bb

bb

bb

81

.œ jœ œ
heav en ly

.œ Jœ œ

.œ̇ œ œ

..˙̇

.˙
peace.

.˙

.˙̇

œ .œ jœ œ œb˙

œœbb ˙̇

rit.

rit.

.˙˙ œ

.˙˙ œ

œ .œ jœ œ œb˙

œœb ˙̇

..˙̇ .˙

.

.
˙̇

.˙

.œ̇ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
°

œ ˙π

π

π

∑

∑
..˙̇U

..˙̇
Œ

u̇ *

U

- -

16

47954

“And We Echo the Song” music begins: Narration starts at measure 3 (*)

NARRATOR:

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,

keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord

came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they 

were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them...  
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Words and Music by

 STAN PETHEL

AND WE ECHO THE SONG

© Copyright 2019 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.

P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

* Tune: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847
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“A Mother’s Deep Prayer” music begins: Narration starts at measure 4 (*)

NARRATOR:

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
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Words and Music by

STAN PETHEL

A MOTHER’S DEEP PRAYER

© Copyright 2019 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.

P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net
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“There’s a Star in the Sky” music begins: Narration starts at measure 1 (*)

NARRATOR:

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod

the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying,

“Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in 

the east, and are come to worship Him.”
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Music by

STAN PETHEL

THERE’S A STAR IN THE SKY

© Copyright 2019 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.

P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

Words:

Verse 1 - J. EDGAR PARK (1879-1956), alt.

Verses 2 and 3 - STAN PETHEL
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“We Rejoice in the Light” music begins: Narration starts at measure 2  (*)

NARRATOR:

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our  

Lord Jesus Christ wherein we stand and rejoice.  For we believe and are 

sure that this is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
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Music by

KARL P. HARRINGTON (1861-1953)

Arranged by 

STAN PETHEL

WE REJOICE IN THE LIGHT

© Copyright 2019 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.

P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

Words by

JOSIAH G. HOLLAND (1819-1881)
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œ œ œ
song in the

œ œ œ

œœœ œœœ œœ

œ œ œ œœ

15 Moderately ( q = ca. 96)

˙ .œ œ
air! There’s a

˙ .œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œ
.˙

œ œ œœ
star in the

œ œ œ

.œ̇ œ œ œ

.œ̇ œ œ

œ̇ œ .œ œ
sky! There’s a˙̇ Œ

œœ œ ˙̇

.œ̇ ˙

œ œ œ
moth er’s deep

∑

..œœ Jœœ œœ

œ œ ˙

-

&

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

20

˙ Œ
prayer

Œ Œ .œ œ
and a

œœ œ ˙̇

.œ̇ ˙

∑

œ œ œ
ba by’s low

œœœ ˙̇# œ œ

œ ˙

Œ Œ .œ œ
And the

˙ .œ œ
cry! And the

œ œ œ œ œ

...˙̇̇n

f

f

f

œœ œœ œœ
star rains its

œ ˙
star rains

œœœ œ̇œ œ

.œ̇œ ˙̇

23

œ œ œ
fire while the

œ œ œ
while the

œœœ ˙̇œ œ
..˙̇

-

&

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

25

œ œ œ
beau ti ful

œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
˙̇̇

œ

˙̇ ..œœ œœ
sing; for the˙̇ ..œœ œœ

˙̇̇ ...œœœ œœœ

œ œ œ

œœ œœn œœ
man ger of

œ œ œ

œœœ œœœn œœœ
˙ œ

œœ œœ œœb
Beth le hemœœ œœ œ

˙̇œ œ œ œœœb
˙̇ œœ

..˙̇
cra

.˙

œœœ œœ œœ œœ

.˙

- - - - - -
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86

86

86

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

30

˙̇ œ
dles a

˙ œ

œœœ œœ œœ œœ

˙ œ
F

.˙
King!

.˙

œ jœ œ Jœ
...˙̇̇

31 Joyously ( q. = ca. 96)

.˙

.˙

œ Jœ œ Jœ

...˙̇̇

∑

∑

œ Jœ œ Jœ

...˙̇̇

21
46

&

?

&

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

34

Œ . Œ jœ
Good

Œ . Œ Jœ

..œœœ œ œ ...œœœ

...œœœ ..œœ

F

F
œ jœ œ jœ

Chris tian friends, re

œ Jœ œ Jœ

..œœ ..œœ

..œœ
..œœ

35
Words: Medieval Latin Carol

Tune: IN DULCI JUBILO, Traditional German carol

œ Jœ œ Jœ
joice withœ Jœ œ Jœ

..œœ ..œœ

..œœ ..œœ

œ jœ œ jœ
heart and soul and

œ Jœ œ Jœ

..œœ ..œœ

..œœ ..œœ

- -

&

?

&

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

38

œ Jœ .œ
voice!œ Jœ .œ

.œœ Jœ
..œœ

.œœ
jœ ..œœ

œ Jœ œ jœ
Give ye heed toœ Jœ œ Jœ

.˙ .œ .œ

.œ ..œœ

œ jœ .œ
what we say:

œ Jœn .œ

œœ jœœ .œœ œ œb

.œœ Jœn ..œœ

∑

∑

..œœœ œ œ œ jœ.œ

.œ .œ

∑

∑

.œ .œ œ œ ..œœ

..œœ .
.œœ
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43

œ jœ œ jœ
“Je sus Christ is

œ Jœ œ Jœ

...œœœ ..œœœ
jœ

.œ .œ

œ jœ .œ
born to day.”

œ Jœ .œ

œœœ
jœœœ ...œœœ

œ jœ .œ

∑

œ Jœ œ Jœ
Man and beast be

..œœ ..œœ

..œœ ..œœ

Œ . Œ jœ
and

œ Jœ œ ‰
fore Him bow,

..œœn œ jœ ...œœœ

.œ .œ

- -

-

&

?

&

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

47

œ jœ œ jœ
He is in the

∑
œ œ œ .œœ jœ

.œ ..œœb

œ jœ .œ
man ger now:

∑

.œœ œ œ ..œœ

..œœ ..œœ

œ jœ œ jœ
Christ is born toœ Jœ œ Jœ

...œœœ ...œœœ
œ œ œ

.œ

.œ .œ
day!

.˙
.˙

œœœ œœ
œœ

....œœœœ

..œœ ..œœ

- -

&

?

&

?

bbb

bbb

bbb

bbb

44

44

44

44

nnn

nnn

nnn

nnn

51

œ jœ œ jœ
Christ is born to

œ Jœ œ Jœ

...œœœ ..œœ

..œœ ..œœ

w
day!

w

œ .œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ .œ œ œ œ œ œ

52 Moderately fast  ( q = ca. 100)

47
22

∑

∑

˙̇n œ œ œœœœ œ
˙̇n œ œ œœœ œœ

f

-
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54 œ .œ œ .œ jœ
Joy to the world! the

œ .œ œ .œ Jœ

˙̇̇ ‰ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇̇ ‰ jœ œ œ

Words, Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Tune, ANTIOCH, George Frederick Handel (1685-1759)f

f
œ œ .œ jœ

Lord is come; let

œ œ .œ
Jœ

œœœ œ œ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

..œœ jœœ ..œœ
jœœ

earth re ceive her

.œ Jœ .œ Jœ

‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ ‰ œœ œœ œœ œœ

.œ Jœ .œ Jœ

-

&

?

&

?

57

.œ̇ œ œ ‰ Jœ
King; let

.œ̇ œ œ Œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ .œ œ jœ ‰
ev ’ry heart

Ó Œ ‰ Jœ
pre

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó Œ ‰ jœœ
and

œ œ œ œ .œ œ Jœ ‰
pare Him room,

œœœ œœœ ˙̇̇

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

-

-

&

?

&

?

60

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ
heav’n and na ture sing, and

.œ jœ œ œ œ
heav’n and na ture sing,

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ..œœ œ œ
heav’n and na ture sing, and

.œ Jœ œ œ œ#
heav’n and na ture sing.

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œœ#

- -

- -
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43

43

43

43

62

jœ œ jœ .œ œ œ œ
heav’n, and heav’n and.œ Jœ .œn œ œ œ

œœœ
œœœœ

œœœnn œœœ
œœ œœ œœ

œœ

˙ ˙
na ture

˙ ˙

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

œ œ œ œ œ œ

.˙
sing..˙

œ̇ œ œœ
˙̇ œœ

˙ Œ

˙ Œ

..œœb jœ œ œ..˙̇
œœœb

˙

-

&

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

44

44

44

44

66

∑

∑

œ̇ œ œœ
˙̇ œœ

+ optional congregation
23

48

Œ Œ œ
O

Œ Œ œ

œ̇œ œœ# œœœ
˙̇̇ œœ

˙ œ œ
come, all ye

˙ œ œ

œœœ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ

..˙̇ œœ

68

Words: Latin hymn; attr. to John Francis Wade (ca. 1711-1786)

Tune: ADESTE FIDELES, John Francis Wade (ca. 1711-1786)

˙ ˙
faith ful,˙ ˙

œœœ œœ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

ww

-

&

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

70

œœ œœ œœ œœ
joy ful and tri

œ œ œ œ

œœœ œœ œœœ œœœ
œœ œœ

œœ œœ

˙̇ œœ œ
um phant, O

˙ œ œ

œœœ œ œ œ œœœ œœœ
˙̇ œœ

œœ

˙ œ œ
come ye, O

˙ œ œ

œœœ œ œœœ ˙̇# œ# œ

œœ
œœ

˙̇

œ œ œ œ
come ye to

œ œ œ œ

œœ œœ# œ œœ œœœ
œœ œœ œ œ

- - -
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