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GOSPEL  NATIVITY  CAROL fuses  the  energy  of  contemporary  gospel  music 
with  the  traditional  Edisto  Island  spiritual.  One  feature  to  explore  is  the  “call  and 
response” nature of the melody. The call  goes out,  “I  believe this is  Jesus” and the 
choir  responds,  “Come  and  see,  come  and  see.”   The  many  “call”  portions  of  the 
anthem can be sung by one or more soloists, a few voices, or an entire section of the 
choir. Assigning the various “call” phrases to multiple soloists might be an easy way 
to  feature  more  vocalists  than  usual.  Careful  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
contrasting dynamics of the choir’s repeated “responses,” which are softer during the 
verses. Adding the optional electric bass, drum set, and B3 organ/ synthesizer parts 
(available on an Orchestration CD-ROM) will bring even more energy and drive to 
the anthem, helping inspire the singers as well as the listeners.

Craig  Curry is  Composer-in-Residence  at  Friends  University  in  Wichita,  Kansas 
and  a  highly  regarded  freelance  composer  and  arranger.  Described  as  one  of  the 
freshest  musical  voices  around,  he  was  the  winner  of  the  Fanny  Crosby  Choral 
Composition  Competition  and  the  recipient  of  numerous  ASCAP awards.  Curry  is 
widely  published  and  holds  degrees  from  Wheaton  College  and  the  University  of 
Miami. 

Gospel Nativity Carol (Final).musx rev.musx, Page 1

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

 

 
 

PREVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

    
  P

REVIE
W

Pre
vie

w O
nl

y

Le
ga

l U
se

 R
eq

ui
re

s P
ur

ch
as

e



&
?

bb

bb
44

44
ACCOMP.

◊

...˙̇̇ œ œœœbb

œ œ œ œ œ# œ# œœ œœ

Joyfully (q = 140)

F
‰ jœœœbb œœœ. œœœb œœœ
Œ ‰ jœ œ. ‰ jœ

...˙̇̇n œ œœœbb

œ œ œ œ œ# œ# œœnn œœ

&
?

bb

bb
(◊)

4 ‰ œœœ.
jœœœbb œœœ Œ

Œ ‰ jœ œ. œ.

...˙̇̇n œ œœœbb

œ œ œ œ œ# œ# œœnn œœ

‰ jœœœbb œœœ. œœœb œœœ
Œ ‰ jœ œ. ‰ jœ

&

&
?

bb

bb

bb
(◊)

7 ∑

œœ œœ
‰ jœœœn ‰ œœœ.

jœœœœ
œ œ ‰ jœn ‰ œb . jœ

loco

∑

˙˙̇̇ ˙̇̇

œ œ œ œ

œ œ ˙
I be lieve

œœœœ œ ˙

œ Œ Óf

f9
S.A. (opt. SOLO)

-

 3 

47819

Edisto Island Spiritual
Additional Words and Music by

CRAIG CURRY

GOSPEL NATIVITY CAROL
for S.A.T.B. voices with opt. solo and opt. electric bass, accompanied*

* To purchase a full-length performance recording (47819) of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads.
* Also available: Orchestration CD-ROM (47997) Electric Bass; Drum Set; B3 Organ or Synthesizer. 

© 2019 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.
P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 
All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

Arranged by 
CRAIG CURRY

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net
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Come and see,
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