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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

When it comes to horn-based funk music, a band from Oakland, CA, called Tower of Power has, since 1968, written the rules of the roa
have loved this band for a long time, and they have undeniably influenced my music over the years. T.O.P. Adjacent is my latest homage to
the legendary band, and the title references the fact that many of us can take a shot at this kind of music, but will only get “Tower of Power
adjacent” at best! And while | could simply say, “Just go listen to TOP, and play this chart like those guys,” | will take a minute to give y
specific tips.

The chart starts with a piano ostinato, which must be played with energy and rhythmic certainty. The keyboard player i
the whole chart, so make sure you charge out of the gate! When the groove kicks in at m. 9, the rhythm section wil
one another; there are a lot of 16th notes flying around, and unless they are carefully aligned, the groove will so
be slapped if you wish, but to play in the style of Francis Rocco Prestia, this part should be played in a fingerpicki

When the horns enter at m. 17, play those 16th notes with tightness and forward movement—even leaning aheat
play them behind the beat. On the other hand, a figure like the one in m. 20 can be played a little laid-back, with a n
to the note. Keep it greasy!

hose offbeat eighth not his is
ave the lick passed between two

After this fairly long intro the melody begins at m. 28. You will notice that not everybody has falls
deliberate and intended to provide a specific kind of balance for the passage! Rhythmic figures
sections, from the trumpets to the trombones, while the saxes outline the entire lick. The brass s
the saxes so that they don't play it behind the beat. In m. 45, the same instruments have a
observe this, pushing with your air to the end of the measure.

d care should be en
t! Listento T

not play these figures
Kupka for inspiration; he

ir own approach tove While it feels good to play
and Iettmg ou |I . It's nice to put some contour in

ernate playin thm ostinato. The horn soli lines are passed
avetop ese very loud; er, concentrate on tightness and nuance. The
mpet section W”:g,to step up and fill out the sound, as in mm. 138-139.

The bari sax has a number of figures (m. 35, m. 43, and m. 53) that double the elec
behind the beat—you are essentially a member of the rhythm section hee, so pla
never loses that groove. s

The solo section at m. 82 allows the rhythm section to open up a bit and fi
full out and jam hard on this, consider bringing the dynamics down alter
a chart like this.

The development section starts at m. 122, where the pianist an
through the various sections beginning at m. 126. You ;

first trumpet lays out on some of these licks, so the re
Remember, all of the syncopation fits together like a j
play as one.

s these 16th-n ases get passed back and forth, so feel the pulse and

inallypat the end of the chart in m. 208. These measures are quick but
unky guitar strums like this one. When you reach the end of the

The guitar has a little moment at m. 168 (a

to give \x a declarative feel
it, but also a grea un and celebration. Play it with commitment, play it with zeal, and your
ow thatyou are a ch ain of amazing funk and soul bands like the great Tower of Power.

0 —Gordon Goodwin

audience will be on their feet.

Thanks for playing T.O.P. Adjacent.

, and nev ‘
oppy ben@

f&?wm

Gordon Goodwin started composing at the age of three.
No masterpieces at that time, but he kept at it and
wrote his first big band chart at age 13. It was good
enough to convince him that he could possibly keep
doing this. Flash cut 20 years later and Gordon is working
in Hollywood, writing for television and film, playing
sessions on keyboards and woodwinds, and working
with artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aguilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole, David
Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian McKnight, and
Quincy Jones, to name a few. Goodwin’s cinematic scoring
and orchestration craft can be heard on such films as The
Sorcerer’s Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, Nationa! Treasure, The Incredibles, Remember
the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic, Con Air, Gone In 60
Seconds, Enemy of the State, Star Trek Nemesis, and even
the classic cult film Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band, an eighteen-
piece jazz ensemble, which quickly gained a reputation
as one of the most exciting large jazz ensembles on the
planet. To date, the BPB has released five records, Swingin’
for the Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack (2006),
Act Your Age (2008), and Thats How We Rolf (2011). The
albums have featured state-of-the-art quest artists like
Arturo Sandoval, Eddie Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight,
Johnny Mathis, Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David
Sanborn, Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin's work has gamered him three Emmy Awards
and eleven Grammy® nominations, with three Grammy
wins for his work on the Pixar film The Incredibles (2006)
and his arrangements of “Rhapsody in Blue” (2012) and
“On Green Dolphin Street” (2014). His charts are played
all over the world, and along with his method books and
(Ds, have been a robust source of inspiration and leaming
for thousands of young musicians.



By Gordon Goodwin

T.0.P. ADJACENT

As Recorded by Gordon Goodwin’s Big Phat Band
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