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in popular solo violin composition.
to learn rondo form and beginning
ations. All sections have a chance to share in the delightful

ies. This plea@nd accessible piece will enhance any concert

0 PROGRAM NOTES

Frie “Fritz” Kreisler (1875-1962) was an Austrian-American violinist

poser. He is considered one of the greatest violinists of all time,

ith"a unique style and sweet tone that was immediately recognizable. He

te many popular works for violin, and in 1915 composed this Rondino,

ased upon an unused theme by Beethoven. A “rondino” is a short rondo,

a musical form where the main theme recurs after other contrasting

themes. Listen to how Beethoven'’s lilting opening melody (the “A” theme)
continually returns after each of Kreisler’s other alternating melodies.
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but 60

The bowings used primarily are drawn from the original and de to conv &er’s
characteristic phrasing. Throughout the piece, the thematic material an mpaniments
incorporate occasional chromatic alterations that are ea5|Iy achieved by y players. The

main “A” theme opens the piece, played with an arpeggiated
accompaniment Itis immediately rep, s with the second
ting “B” theme (mm.

ating in fragments W|th

. N e original setting of the “A
. 41-48), likewise in interlocking
: i %as and the first violins; balancing
out this the em(" theme is then heard again (mm.
: —G@yed in octaves—then in harmony—by the
eme in B-minor is then played by the first
is section is then repeated (mm. 73-80). A brief transition (mm.
to an extended “E”. theme in G-major (mm. 83-98), again played in octaves
elli. The prim@" theme then returns in harmony, played by the first/
ins (mm. 9—%The “A” theme is heard one last time beginning in m. 107, this
i @: een the violins and violas/celli, with a bass accompaniment.
ritard (m. 113) b phrase extension (mm. 115-118) that leads to a gentle cadence

. 119-122) to end the piece.

?
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The lilting primary theme of Kreisler’s Rondino is a melod
originally intended for inclusion in his Wind Octet) tha
modified rondo form (AABACCADDEAA). This arrange
popular original version for violin and piano.

the first violins. This theme is
theme returns (mmi, 33-40).
2-measure fragments
the sections will
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On a Theme by Beethoven

By Fritz Kreisler

Arranged by Andrew H. Dabczynski (ASCAP)
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