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Q Orpheus in the Underworld concludes with the
ian audiences when the opera was first performed.
the original overture that offer excitement, lyrical

s and cadenzas for more advanced players. Optional cuts
rificing the overall effect of the work. The arrangement is

e overture u
combina ind, harp, and percussion instruments up to full symphonic
cluded to work®on consistency of bow lifts, bow placement, and phrasing.

06

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Like the original, this arrangemen‘ cqu 's Overt
well-known “Can-Can” that shocked entury
This arrangement by Louis Berg II the other sec
waltzes, and opportunities for i
allow you to manage the |
playable by strings, or strin

instrumentation. S@

All in strlng been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series
includes many s well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent
bowingsﬂ assis ounger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series

includes ap iately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings

and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Belwin/Pop String Editor

~
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&mn ORCH EST RA

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred



PROGRAM NOTES

The opera, Orpheus in the Underworld (or Orphee aux enfers), is a two-act comic opera and was Jacques Offenbach’s
(1819-1880) first full-length operetta. It is a scathing parody of Greek mythology that, while not regarded as Offenbach’s
greatest opera, was a commercial success for his small opera company in Paris.

It is well known that Offenbach himself did not write the overtures to his operettas, which have become orchestral
repertory pieces. For the most part, the overtures are the work of highly skilled but totally forgotten German and
Viennese musicians whose names rarely appear on concert programs or record labels. However, Carl Bind
melodies and solos from the opera into what is known as the Overture from Orpheus in the Underworld for

opera would have been a trending topic. We know this because the production close
the cast plead exhaustion.

NOTES TO THE CONDUC

1. Customization. Without losing the general structure and effect of t
your ensemble’s strengths and programming needs:
a. Key solos in the overture are scored for multiple instrument
players.
b. The piece can be performed by strings only or strin ith any combinatio nd and percussion.

i. String orchestra: Consider adding percussion strings-only performance.

ii. Symphonic orchestra: The full symphogichi entation includes an intermediate harp and may
be played with any combination of wi rcussion W%rings. This provides a rewarding
and convenient opportunity to in i nd perc udents within your school’s string
orchestra. Make the move from string or to symphen hestra!

c. There are optional cuts for adjusti th of the piec?& it your programming needs:

i. Cutfrom m. 163 to the two s in m. 183; in other words, jump from m. 162 to the two pickup
notes at the end o& 83. Q
at ring so iSnot a good option for your group.
an be remove

ii. Cutm.40tom.63if
Twcal tune that first appears in mm. 124-163 is notated in 2

piece, yo n customize t@rangement to

can a&em based on your

2. Teaching Subdivision
meter. It reappears at
an opportunity to rei

iii. The repeatsint
atthesa but notated this time in § as Offenbach wrote it. This provides
ationship between “how it goes” (the same in both places) and “how it looks”

ighth note as puq the same tempo).

3.
bow i set up so that students will be at the correct location on the bow. This is
ooked notes, which should sound the same as if the notes were played in both bow

ell as lifts and n s (stays).
(Nsed in this arrangement, not to show a lift reset of the bow, but to indicate a breath
xxx for an example in which the musical phrase is visually absent inside a series of

ring Mam . Bowings are marked using the standard symbols for bow direction. In

in the phasing.
repeated eight S.

. Toshowa [ lift of the bow, whether or not the lift aligns with phrasing, the symbol (¢) is used to indicate
alifta - g of the bow to the new location needed to begin the next section. See mm. xx.
c. Abra cross the same two bow marks (see, mm. 63-64, violin 2) means that student should “stay” where

W on the bow. No lift.
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Overture from Orpheus in the Underworld

CONDUCTOR SCORE

Duration - 7:50

By Jacques Offenbach

Arranged by Louis Bergonzi
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