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I have been fortunate in my life as a composer to be able to write music for some 
of the best musicians. It seemed that whatever I chose to write, they played it! The 
degree of musical difficulty was never something I had to consider. For years I have 
led the Big Phat Band, a group of talented jazz performers who have travelled and 
concertized throughout the world.

The pieces in this book are piano solo adaptations of the most popular Big Phat 
Band titles that I have written over the years, arranged at an intermediate to late 
intermediate level. Preparing music for less experienced musicians presents a  
challenge. I worked to capture the essence of the Big Phat Band versions of these 
songs while making the music technically manageable yet interesting. The goal was 
to create arrangements that are musically challenging without being overwhelming.

I suggest listening to the original full Big Phat Band versions of these pieces to absorb 
the spirit of each composition. You can also view videos of me playing each piece 
and providing practice and performance tips. These videos can be accessed at  
alfred.com/BigPhatJazzPianoSolos.

Thank you for exploring this collection, and I hope you enjoy playing these pieces!
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Leader, Gordon Goodwin’s Big Phat Band
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