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Russian Christmas Music

By Alfred Reed
Arranged by Michael Story

INSTRUMENTATION

1 Conductor 1 2nd B Trumpet 2 Percussion I
2 Flute 3 Trombone (Bass Drum,Jtidngle)
2 Oboe 1 Tuba 1 Piafo (©ptional)
1 1stB»Clarinet 1 Mallet Percussion 8 1stViolin
1 2nd By Clarinet (Chimes/Bells) 8 2ndViolin
1 BbBass Clarinet 1 Timpani 5 ArdViolin (VielaT.C.)
1 B> Alto Saxophone (A-E) ) 5/ Viola
2 Bassoon 1 P?SrcusygndlC o 5 Cello
uspende ymbal, .
4 FHorn Crash Cymbal) 5 “String Bass
1 1st B> Trumpet

Playable by string or full orchestra, this arrangement is much shorter but maintains the integrity, of the original score.
It contains material from all four distinct sections of the piece, which Mr. Reed origifially subtitled “Children’s Carol,’
“Antiphonal Chant,” “Village Song,” and “Cathedral Chorus.” With, very accessible rhythms, a few chromatics, easy time
changes, this will be a fun addition to any holiday concerts

PROGRAM\NOTES

Russian Christmas Music, Alfred Reed’s masterwerkpwas written for symphionicband in November, 1944, and premiered
in December of that year in Denver, Colordado. TFhe composer utiliz€d the ancient Russian carol, “Carol of the Little
Russian Children,” together with adot of original material and someynotivic elements from the liturgical music of the
Eastern Orthodox Church in writing thie piece.  Although this arrangement for intermediate orchestra is much shorter
than the original, it contains material*ff@m all four distinct §ectiens of the piece, which Mr. Reed originally subtitled
“Children’s Carol,"“Antiphonal Ch@ant, “VillageéSong,” and “Gathedral'Chorus.”

NOTES,TO'THE CONDUCTOR

This arrangement ofgisndesigned for intermediate level orchestras. Although much shorter than the original and
simplified, my primary goalfor this arrangenientavas to maintain the integrity of Alfred Reed’s score. In a couple places,
| have doubled the mefrondme markingwhile@ugmenting the rhythms, allowing the students an easier-to-follow beat

while still mdintaining the“sound” af.theriginal piece.
AWoachadd Sty

I hope youtand,your students enjay Russian Christmas Music!

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin stringfparts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series
includes many bewings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent
bowings tajassist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings

and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Belwin/Pop String Editor

~
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&um ORCH EST RA
__4

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred
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