
REHEARSAL NOTES

O  Sing  a  Song  of  Bethlehem is  a  lush  setting  of  the  English  folk  hymn  tune  Kingsfold  which  begins 
quietly, then increases in intensity until the final stanza which explodes with energy! Take special care at 
measure  28  to  keep  the  upper  sixteenth  notes  at  a  softer  dynamic  level  than  the  melody  beneath,  and  to 
keep them absolutely even and smooth. Absolute rhythmic accuracy is required in the final stanza.

Matthew Compton (b. 1994) is a Colorado Springs native who has 
been  composing,  arranging,  and  conducting  music  for  handbells 
since  2007  when  he  was  in  the  eighth  grade.  He  had  his  first 
composition  published  at  the  age  of  15,  making  him  one  of  the 
youngest ever published handbell composers. An avid performer and 
listener,  Matthew  is  known  for  his  high  energy  originals  and 
arrangements  and  beautiful  harmonies,  and  his  music  has  been 
performed  across  the  world  by  many  elite  groups,  including  The 
Agape  Ringers,  The  Alleluia  Ringers  of  Concordia  University 
Wisconsin,  Pikes  Peak  Youth  Ringers,  and  Hong  Kong  Youth 
Handbell  Ensemble.  His  music  has  been  selected  for  the  repertoire 
for  regional  and  national  handbell  festivals,  including  Distinctly 
Bronze East and Distinctly Bronze West. He is the new Artistic and 
Music Director for Bells of the Cascades of Portland, Oregon.
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Dedicated to Jacob Erdman, Hannah Boeheme, and Emily Harwood.
Thank you for being amazing friends and supporters. 

O Sing a Song of Bethlehem
(I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say)
for 3–5 octaves of Handbells with optional Handchimes*

KINGSFOLD, English Folk Tune
Arranged by Matthew Compton (ASCAP)

© Copyright 2017 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC, P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 
All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. 

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

* To purchase a full-length performance recording (46259) of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads.
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