
Contents
THE PARTS OF YOUR GUITAR                                     3

The Acoustic Guitar                                           3
The Electric Guitar                                             3

WHICH GUITAR IS BEST FOR ME?                                3
HOW TO HOLD YOUR GUITAR                                    4
THE AMPLIFIER                                                     4
HOW TO TUNE YOUR GUITAR                                    5

Tuning the Guitar to Itself                                     5
How to Use an Electronic Tuner                             5
Tuning with the Audio or Video                              5

THE RIGHT HAND                                                  6
Strumming with a Pick                                       6

THE LEFT HAND                                                    7
Proper Left-Hand Position                                    7
Placing a Finger on a String                                  7

GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH MUSIC                           8
The Staff                                                                                  8
Measures                                                      8
Clefs                                                           8
How to Read Chord Diagrams                               8

THE 6TH STRING E                                                 9
6th-String Riff 1                                               9
6th-String Riff 2                                               9
More Riffs                                                    10
Still More Riffs                                                10
Rockin’ Bass Line                                            11
Silent Guitar Calisthenics 1 and 2                          11

SOUND-OFF: HOW TO COUNT TIME                           12
Four Kinds of Notes                                          12
Time Signatures                                              12

THE 5TH STRING A                                               13
Jamming on 5 and 6                                        13
Two-String Rock                                                                    13

EASY ROCK RIFFS ON THE 5TH AND 6TH STRINGS         14
Repeat Signs                                                 14
My Generation                                               14
When I Come Around                                        14
Iron Man                                                     15
Hello, I Love You                                             15
Silent Guitar Calisthenics 3                                  15

THE 4TH STRING D                                               16
4th-String Riff                                                16
1950s Rock Lick                                              16
Freeway Jam                                                 17
Stairway to Heaven                                          17
Wild Child                                                    17

PLAYING TWO NOTES TOGETHER                             18
Blues in 3                                                    18

THE 3RD STRING G                                               19
Jumpin’ Jack Flash                                           19
Quarter Rest                                                  20
Ode to Joy                                                    20
Rockabilly Sound                                            20

POWER CHORDS                                                  21
Three-Chord Progression                                    21
Higher                                                        21
Rock Duet                                                    22
Blitzkrieg Bop                                                23

THE 2ND STRING B                                               24
Classic Rock Lick                                             24
Five-String Rock                                              25
Satisfaction                                                  25
Rise Above This                                              26
Rockin’ in D                                                  26

THE 1ST STRING E                                                27
Jamming with E, F, and G                                    27
Review                                                        28
Aura Lee                                                      28

THE MAJOR SCALE                                                29
C Major Scale                                                29
C Major Scale Exercise                                      29

SIX-STRING EM CHORD                                          30
Quarter-Note Slash                                          30
Em Strumming Exercise                                      30

FIVE-STRING A7 CHORD                                         31
Strumming the A7 Chord                                    31
Strumming Em and A7 Chords                              31
Minor Two-Chord Rock                                      32

INTRODUCING HIGH A                                           33
Rockin’ in Dorian Mode                                      33
Ties                                                           34
Live and Let Die                                              34
Stairway to Heaven (Lead Guitar Solo)                    34

EIGHTH NOTES                                                   35
Eighth-Note Exercise                                         35
Immigrant Song                                              35

FOUR-STRING D7 CHORD                                       36
D7 and A7 Chord Exercise                                  36
D7 Chord with Notes                                        36

SIX-STRING E CHORD                                            37
Introducing the Eighth-Note Slash                          37
Eighth-Note Slash Exercise                                  37
Strumming Exercise with E Chord                          37

FIVE-STRING A CHORD                                           38
Minor and Major                                             38
Get Off of My Cloud                                          39
Paranoid                                                      39

11 CLASSIC ROCK STRUMMING PATTERNS                   40
Bring Me to Life                                              41
I Can See for Miles                                          41

SHARPS ≥, FLATS ≤, AND NATURALS Ω                         42
The Chromatic Scale                                         42
Chromatic Rock                                              43
Bluesy Accidentals                                           43
Paint It, Black (Duet)                                        44

SIGNS OF SILENCE                                               45
Take a Rest                                                  45
Good Times, Bad Times                                     46
Stop-Time Bass Line                                         46

PLAYING TWO NOTES TOGETHER: BLUES PATTERNS          47
E Blues Boogie                                              47
A Blues Boogie                                              47

MOVE UP THE NECK ON THE 6TH STRING                   48
Practice A, B, and C                                          48
Two Positions on the 6th String                             48

MOVE UP THE NECK ON THE 5TH STRING                   49
Practice D, E, and F                                          49
Two Positions on the 5th String                             49

MOVE UP THE NECK ON THE 4TH STRING                   50
Two Positions on the 4th String                             50

MOVE UP THE NECK ON THE 3RD STRING                   50
Two Positions on the 3rd String                            50
Classic Rock Lick with 5s and 7s                            51

MORE ON POWER CHORDS                                     51
Power Chords Are Moveable                                51
Power Chord Rock                                           52
More Power Chord Rock                                    52

SIX-STRING G CHORD                                            53
CHORDS IN STANDARD NOTATION                            53

Chords in Notes                                              53
Rockin’ the Bach                                             54
Smooth                                                       55

ROCK AND BLUES LICKS AND TRICKS                         56
Rock Lick 1                                                   56
The Bend                                                     56
Rock Lick 1 with a Bend                                    56
Rock Lick 2                                                   56

THE E MINOR PENTATONIC SCALE                             57
Pentatonic Lick 1                                            57
Pentatonic Lick 2                                            57
1950s Blues-Rock Tune                                      58

THE A MINOR PENTATONIC SCALE                             59
A Minor Pentatonic Call and Response                     59

INCOMPLETE MEASURES, OR PICKUP                         60
House of the Rising Sun                                    60
12-Bar Blues Duet                                           61
Good Times, Bad Times (Intro)                              62

GUITAR FINGERBOARD CHART                                 63
CERTIFICATE OF PROMOTION                                  64



13

& 4

4

œ

o

œ œ œ œ

2

œ œ œ œ

3
œ œ

2

œ œ

o

œ œ œ

& 4

4 .
.

TEACHER:

œ
œ

˙

Am Dm

.˙ œ

Am

œ
œ

œ œ

Dm

w

Am

&

.

.

˙

˙

F

˙ ˙

C G

œ
œ

œ œ

Am Dm

w

Am

A B C B A

5

B 

C

A

FRET 1

FRET 2

FRET 3

2

3

OPEN STRING 2nd FRET 3rd FRET

2

3

&
w

& w & w
LEDGER LINES
A short line that extends the staff
upwards or downwards is called a
ledger line. You already used them
for E, F, and G.

Jamming on 5 and 6
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BlitzkrieG Bop
This song was released as the Ramones’ debut single in February 1976 

Words and Music by  
Jeffrey Hyman, John Cummings, 

Douglas Colvin and Thomas Erdelyi

© 1977 (Renewed) WB MUSIC CORP , TACO TUNES and MUTATED MUSIC (c/o BMG RIGHTS MANAGEMENT (US) LLC) 
All Rights on behalf of itself and TACO TUNES Administered by WB MUSIC CORP  All Rights Reserved
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house of the risinG sun
Eric Burdon and The Animals turned this traditional song into a rock hit in the 1960s  
All the notes are from the A Minor Pentatonic scale 
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Incomplete Measures, or Pickup
Not every piece of music begins on beat 1  Sometimes, music begins with an incomplete 
measure called an upbeat, or pickup. If the pickup has just one beat, the last measure will have 
only three beats in  or two beats in  

* Try bending this note up by fingering it on the D string 
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