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speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5

Based upon Tchaikovsky’s setting, with an added 
middle section in parallel major, this arrangement 
of “Old French Melody” from Children’s album, 
Op. 39 is quickly accessible. It features half 
position for string bass, first positions in all other 
sections, and interesting parts for middle voices. 
A teaching opportunity to explore parallel minor 
and major is also presented.

Program Notes

Tchaikovsky’s Children’s album, Op. 39, fulfilled 
an intention he had had for some time to complete 
a set of piano pieces for children to play, rather 
than merely listen to. Consisting of 24 separate 
pieces—all quite short (some of them less than 
a minute in length)—the entire set is playable in 
about half an hour. No. 16, usually titled “Old 
French Melody,” is actually an arrangement of the 
folksong, “Mes belles amourettes.”

Grade Level: 3

Old French Melody
Mes belles amourettes

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Arranged by Robert Sieving

Based on a theme from The Children’s Album, Op. 39, No. 16
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Based on a theme from The Children’s Album, Op. 39, No. 16 

Old French Melody
Mes belles amourettes

By Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Arranged by Robert Sieving (ASCAP)

CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 3:00
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