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, this “very % terous potpourri of student songs” (J. Brahms) is now playable

y combination @f.wind/percussion instruments (up to full symphonic instrumentation).
illenjoy its tunef , Brahms’ compositional craft, and the grand ending. If you have just
a t least th@ussion parts. After all, this piece uses the largest section for which Brahms

¢

One of Brahms’ most performe
by strings or strin
Students and audi

is included to &consistency of bow lifts, bow placement, and phrasing. The arrangement was
ously field-tested with the 2015 Illinois Summer Youth Music Program.

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

includes many well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent

in string par been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series
Q:’g S
bowingsﬂ assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series

includes ap iately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings

and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.
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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&mn ORCH EST RA
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The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred



PROGRAM NOTES

In 1880, the University of Breslau offered Brahms an honorary doctorate, hoping that he would write a symphony with
which their university would be forever associated. What they perhaps did not know is that Brahms did not hold academic
institutions or their music faculties in very high regard. For the occasion, Brahms—who never attended college—wrote
what he described as “a very boisterous potpourri [medley] of student songs,” most of which were familiar to students,
who sang them at evening parties and gatherings in biergarten.

The piece is held together over its original 10-minute time by a consistently held underlying pulse, alt

probably felt would be a tedious academic assembly, albeit one held in his honor. Im
the students began to sing along!

early 19th century and their connection to this piece, as well as a more d
to louisbergonzi.com.

] rs wrm of the
of the cor@»’s structure go

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR 0

strumentation is an ortunity to incorporate any
expanding ya‘r program to include occasionally

For schools with string orchestras, this arrangement’s flexib
number or combination of wind/percussion student
symphonic orchestra.

1. Let students get excited about the ending of the p ourse, yo ’II@them discover that it is not “that fast
and the string parts are constructed of ac attern fﬁnggrin%n string crossings.
2. Hold the underlying pulse con‘nt, ast rahms Wro§ Id the original 10-minute piece together.

tlo onzi.co isincludes PDFs of the rollickingly fun hunting call—
itten out for adv i

iola and horn, as in the original.
eter sighatur (@ou should consider:
m. 41 to s%&s of the 4 that begins in m. 42.
. 60-85 could ily be conducted alla breve ( % ) to match the long, glorious melody.
subdivisio wz, m. 85) to set the § meter of m. 86.

mus uId be shown using a 3 pattern.
ani and Percuss t Assignments:

, msteaNre—tunmg the timpani, omit the A and E during mm. 1-86. The timpani part is less
important there.

n

3. There are free supplemental reso
mm. 108-155, given here to viélin 1

4. Conducting patterns fol

Giving a small“+"at t

b. The melo
Again, ind

Percussion s 1 player—timpani only; 2 players—timpani & triangle/cymbal; 3 players—omit bass drum.
otes for Stri

a. | dition to bow direction, the editing is such so that students will play at the correct location on the bow.
Thisig@ccomplished by careful use of hooked bowings.

b. Araised comma () is used to indicate a breath in the phasing, not to show a lift reset of the bow, which is marked
with the symbol (¢) (e.g., mm. 46-50). See mm. 18-28 for an example where a musical phrase is visually absent.

c. If there are no double bassists, the double bass part should be played by a sub group of cellists. A PDF of the
bass part with cello fingerings may be found at louisbergonzi.com.
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Academic Festival Overture, Op. 80

CONDUCTOR SCORE By Johannes Brahms
Duration - 4:30
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Symbol: When you need to move your bow to be in the correct spot for what is coming next you will see this symbol (¢). It means lift your bow to a new spot. Usually you
would move back to where you were playing the last note or set of notes you bowed.
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