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The joyous tune “DIX” is perhaps most commonly associated with the hymn text “For the 

Beauty of the Earth,” frequently used at Thanksgiving services or for general worship.  The tune 

is also often used with the Epiphany text “As with Gladness Men of Old,” and the arrangement 

may be retitled accordingly, if desired, when used during this season.

Use the gradual crescendo in measures 1-8 to create a sense of excitement and anticipation as 

you build to the first presentation of the melody in measure 9.  Measures 37-53 are intended as a 

quieter, more prayerful reflection on the gifts of God, and should contrast with the opening 

section accordingly; a bit of flexibility with the tempo is OK in this passage.  Measures 54-61 

can be grand and powerful, before launching back into the final rhythmic section starting at 

measure 62.  A strong crescendo into the final measure will make for a dramatic finish.

Above all, this piece should be performed with a great sense of joy, both in the musical 

expression and in the demeanor of the ringers, as you celebrate all the amazing gifts God has 

given us. Have fun!

RON MALLORY earned a Master’s degree in choral conducting 

from the University of Washington and a Bachelor’s degree in music 

composition from California State University, Long Beach. He 

teaches handbell classes at Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart in 

Bellevue, WA, directs the Rainier Ringers community handbell 

ensemble in Tacoma, WA, and serves as choir director at Resurrection 

Lutheran Church in Des Moines, WA. Ron has numerous published 

compositions and arrangements for handbells and for choir, and has 

won composition contests sponsored by Bells of the Sound and 

Handbell Musicians of America. Ron also has professional experience 

as a piano teacher, jazz band leader, and studio musician. His 

non-musical interests include astronomy, reading, skiing, travelling, 

and the visual arts. Ron lives in Maple Valley, WA with his wife 

Emily and their daughter Vivian and son Miles.  A lifelong Christian, 

Ron is always working to grow in his relationship with God.
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Handbells used: 32, 40, 48
G#3 is not used in 4 octave version.

3 octave choirs omit notes in (  ).
4 octave choirs omit notes in [  ].

Handchimes used: 9
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For the Beauty of the Earth
for 3–5 octaves of Handbells with optional Handchimes*

 Tune: DIX

By Conrad Kocher (1786-1872)

Arranged by RON MALLORY (ASCAP)

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

* To purchase a full-length recording of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads.

© Copyright 2016 Candelaworks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC. 

P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.
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