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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Samba de Ophee is a classic samba by the Brazilian composer Luiz Bonfa. | have long been a fan of Bonfd’'s music, especially
“Gentle Rain,” which | released a few years ago on my first CD, This Time/Last Year, and is also a Belwin Jazz/Alfred
publication. | hope you enjoy this version of a wonderful tune. | highly recommend having your students listen to t re
demo of this tune to get a great idea of what it can sound like—check out alfred.com/downloads.

| believe the tempo of this tune works anywhere from J = 216 up to 250BPM. A significant aspect
drummer to capture the “street samba” groove or batucada style for the majority of the piece. The
sketch of what is desired. Check out this YouTube video that really shows some nice instruction o ch this
marching samba style: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVwHi5x919w.

The overall feeling of this chart should be happy, upbeat, fun, and festive. After the intro, lead alto and tru
primary melody in a duet or two-part harmony—strive to make sure this is balanced. The rhyithm section has some s e
figures that need to be clean. At m. 21, direct the saxes and trombones to stay dynamical der the melody instru ts.

Articulation is critical as always. The winds should emphasize the dynamics and arti oughout. M%re that a
distinction is made when playing staccato (-) and marcato (A) or rooftop acce d lightly
detached, and the marcato is detached and accented.

Measure 46 switches to swing for the bridge and it is most importan ard! By that | ﬁ% into the walking
bass line and the ride cymbal on the drumset. Samba is suc ener d anything | a good hard swing

will bring the energy way down. As we go back to samba at lly exag e dynamics for the first
four measures. For the solo section at m. 81, the feel is back in th ing sty eep the e@vel up. The rhythm section
volume should not drop down in volume or energy for thefsolos. em suppo

r
is %et very heavy if sections play too

We go back to samba at m. 145 with each section
loud, so direct the sections to back off on the dyna . At m. 159, exaggerate the dynamics
as the chart leads into the shout chorus—it willsproduce a ressive effect. Trumpets should be big here, and in tune!
The rest of the horns should focus on preci the saxes play t nison line at m. 169, direct the players to strive
to play with a full sound to cut through th I@

y bu e endi h section enters, the band will grow dynamically.
m. 189—strive to matchitheir sound. The unison line in mm. 198-199 can become
eally pu h thos t four notes and wait for the thunderous applause!

Measure 177 drops in volume an
Trumpets 1 and 2 alternat
heavy, so stress that t

I had a blast writin ope you have a g% playing it! If you have any questions, please just contact me at

krisbergjazz.com.
q —Kris Berg

Kris
Berg

Kris Berg is the director of jazz studies at Collin
County Community College, TX. He received his
masters and bachelors degrees in jazz studies from
the University of North Texas. Under his direction,
the Collin jazz ensembles have appeared in Nassau,
Bahamas, and festivals throughout the U.S.
Mr. Berg is the founder/director of the Collin Jazz
Fest and the Texas All-Star Jazz Camp. Mr. Berg's
charts have been performed and recorded all over
the world, and he is currently active as an artist/
clinician for Yamaha Corporation of America.
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