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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Sabor de Cuba (Taste of Cuba), commissioned by the Glades Middle School Concert Jazz Band, Miramar, FL, was premiered at the 2015 Midwest
International Band and Orchestra Clinic, directed by Erich Rivero.

The introduction has a Latin-jazz flavor, followed by a ‘funky’ melody and harmonic flares that immediately set the tone for the guaracha style at
The guaracha is a Cuban up-tempo dance genre. It was the first Creole dance music that included singers. Consequently, the original Cuban
was a topical song form for chorus and solo voice, with improvisation in the solo voice—something like call-and-response—in a two-me
The guaracha section follows that two-measure form, including in the rhythm section.

At m. 29, the piano and bass have a solo break, followed by a percussion break at m. 33.1suggest the ensemble practice thi
take it up to tempo. Make certain that it is tight rhythmically yet played in a relaxed manner—not too rigid and stiff.

Beginning at m. 37, note the two-measure pattern between the horns and the saxophones. In this section, the saxopho
response. Then there is more interaction between the horns as this technique continues throughout until m. 88. Make cert
begins and ends together. At m. 89, there is an eight-measure piano solo break with a two-measure percussion break at
a tight but relaxed effect.

, strive for
The solo section at mm. 97-113 features a tenor saxophonist, but it may feature other soloists as well if desired. Feel free to add other solois Q
add or delete repeats based on the needs of the ensemble. At m. 101, the background has been written usi e two-measure form and t he
solo intensifies, it takes on simple variations. Keep the background under the soloist throughout this section.

atm. 85

After the solo, a jazz section is introduced, starting with the tutti lickat mm. 116-117. Note that the pe p the same rhythmie drive going,
but it sounds as if the piece gets a breather before it returns to the guaracha style with the unison se . Work on the rac break at
m. 122 so it’s tight and clean. At m. 131, the two-measure form is back again in the winds and ginning a 474Make certain

that mm. 151-152 are tight!

As it is the case with all Latin music, a good rhythm section is key to the effectivene

5 essential that ist, drummer, and pianist

iece. ass pla@r drumset player should
the drumset and u% d how the bass part
b

tial and yinclude s owbell, large cowbell, claves, conga
drums, and guiro. The drumset player will need to add timbales to the sgt if po When rehearsing the @ al percussion parts, teaching and
ur-measure n

Keep in mind that, during the teaching learning process, hearing and fe interpretation is of the utmost importance.
Therefore, it is essential that students listen to recordings of i ito Puente, Eddie Palmieri, and many others so
that they can learn and assimilate the concept of Latin style music. is arrangement, which can be found at www.
g of the chart that'ig’being taught and learned. Additionally, if needed,
lated to Latin musicwe percussion instrument(s) that they play. YouTube has a

wealth of “How To" videos related to playing techniq tainly be benefici

I have enjoyed writing this commission and

nts at Glad iddle School. | hope that your students and audience get a little
Sabor de Cuba (Taste of Cuba) along the way.

—Victor Lopez

“Having commi ] uba, whichN;tom—written for the Glades Middle School Concert Jazz Band, has been
of Cuban descent, whe, or asked me what style | would like for the piece, | knew immediately that we

wanted a salsa pie h%

Cuban pride in the

as authentic and would Cuban rhythms. | knew that we wanted a piece that would resonate with
ommunity and woul ferent flavor, if you will, to the Midwest Clinic.”

—Erich Rivero, Director

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lopez is a highly acclaimed educator,
composer, arranger, and adjudicator. He holds
music degrees from the University of Florida and
Florida International University, with an Ed.D. in
Educational Administration and Supervision. He has
served as director of bands at the middle and
senior high school levels and as an administrator
in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools. He has
recorded and performed with various artists and
has appeared in numerous music videos. He has
over 450 compositions/arrangements published as
an exclusive composer, arranger, and clinician for
Alfred Music.
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