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INS]QIIENTATION

ctor e 1st Trombone (Opt. Plunger Mute)
Qne
xophone

st Eb Alto 2nd Trombone (Opt. Plunger Mute)
2nd EpAlt 3rd Trombone (Optional) (Opt. Plunger Mute)
st B, xophone 4th Trombone (Optional) (Opt. Plunger Mute)

Trumpet (Opt. Harmon Mute, Plunger)  Piano

an r Saxophone Guitar Chords
; itone Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)
n

Q_@

d Bb Trumpet (Opt. Cup Mute) Bass
3rd Bb Trumpet (Opt. Cup Mute) Drums
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional) (Opt. Harmon Mute) ~ Auxiliary Percussion

Optional/Alternate Parts
CFlute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
Downtown Tango was composed on commission for director Ronica Brownson and her Park Forest Middle School Jazz B
In fact, the song’s title was chosen by the band members.
There is a tongue-in-cheek element to this song. Imagine about the quintessential long-stem-rose-between-th h

r
tango taking place in a dark, seedy nightclub in a gritty Buenos Aires neighborhood. ‘Nuff said.
Here are some rehearsal notes and suggestions to help you get the most out of your band:
« Take time to work out the individual rhythm section parts, then put them together. Examine in the
piano and guitar parts. 0

« The articulation for the trumpets in the pick-up measure are phrase marks. So, e rage your trumpet p to
use legato tonguing through this and similar phrases. This applies to the trombones saxophones too when these

melodies occur in their parts.
+  Note that the eighth notes are to be played evenly—not in a swing style. 0
«  Focus on holding the tempo back. Youthful tendency is to push th

L 4
taccato “dit” a }e marcato or rooftop
een Ior& /tenuto) notes and short

« As notated, the solo section occurs twice, with a tot i ts.@ p@ibed sequence is tenor sax then

«  There are many specific articulation markings. Be sure t
accent (A) “daht,” which is played detached with an accent.

tingui

trombone the first time through, and alto sax ough. Feel free to add more soloists
if desired.

« D harmonic minor is a great scale fo

ing on this tune@)ly teach your band D minor—beginning on
concert D, and observing the key si

rs uid play into their stands during the muted passages.

q —Rick Hirsch

« If you do not have access to b
«  Make sure the pe

Have fun!

Rick
Hirsch

Rick Hirsch (BA Music University of Massachusetts-
Amherst; MM Northern lllinois University) somehow
juggles his work as an independent composer,
arranger, saxophonist, and educator. He has written
music for Eddie Henderson, the Osland Saxophone
Quartet, Chris Vadala, the University of Northern
lowa Jazz Band, and the Penn State Blue Band, to
name a few. Hirsch has performed with Tito Puente,
Max Roach, the Four Tops, both Dorsey Orchestras,
and on NPR's Whaddya Know? A lifelong educator,
Hirsch has directed scholastic jazz ensembles in
Delaware, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania.




Purchase a full-length
performance recording!
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