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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Successful performances require a great deal preparation and attention to detail, and each style of music has its own set
of parameters that make it unique. A swing chart has one set of variables, different than a ballad, samba, bossa nova
or funk chart. Encourage your players to listen to all of these styles carefully. They should keep the following qu
mind: what makes it sound like it does? Or what about this makes it sound like funk, swing, etc.?

After learning notes and rhythms, you can help your ensemble to develop a cohesive sound
articulation markings. The band needs to agree on note lengths/releases, among other things,
of course.

Work separately with the rhythm section and pay attention to what sound each player should be striving toa
bass is preferable in this style. Although it's not specifically needed in this chart, | suggeststhat your bass player c ut
“slap bass” techniques, as it is a contemporary technique for the funk style.

What sound should your guitar player try to attain (there are many variables)? A ro traditional agc sound,
or somewhere in between, but this chart will sound best with a rock sound. H critical. balance
are a priority. Will you have an acoustic or electric piano? A Fender Rhodes sound is ol, thoug ential. Check
out the demo recording of this chart at alfred.com/downloads. In the you'll hear th &plano and a rock-

ions. Th Qwrltten out, but a little

ill help your dru egin to develop a sense of
ing for ide@i examples of how a pro drummer

flavored guitar sound

Your drummer will need to pay attention to the open and }
experimentation can be a good thing. Listening to great
style and just how much to play in afill. Again, check out t
approaches this chart.

The rhythm section’s role in this piece is to set up solid groove.Petails such as guitar, piano, and vibe fills

in mm. 20-21 and 86-87 should be careful ed. In addition, pi@fiells at mm. 42 and 56 contribute an important Vince

Gassi

element to this style. As usual, work for bal 1 blend with your e nsemble.

hart@nd ic Th ¢ ft t (A) is played Vince Gassi received his Bachelor of Music Education
> char usic. the marcato or rooftop accen 15 playe degree from the University of Western Ontario in

Accurate and uniform articulation j :
rt but not clipped;as always, the sideways accent indicates full value and accented. London, Canada, and attended the Dick Grove

detached and accented. Staccatos

School of Music specializing in composition and

Thank you, and | ho has a fun Wlthhaft- arranging. Mr. Gassi has written for concert band,
jazz ensemble, orchestra, woodwind and brass

Cheers, 0 ensembles, and choral groups. Currently, Mr. Gassi
] ) teaches instrumental music, MIDI technology,

—Vince Gassi composition, and musical theatre at Mary Ward

(atholic Secondary School in Toronto, Canada.



Purchase a full-length
performance recording!
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