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PROGRAM NOTES

French composer Hector Berlioz wrote the five-movement Symphonie Fantastique in 1830. One of th
most vivid program pieces in classical music, the work describes the life of an artist who has
to forget an unfulfilled love affair. He then dreams of his own execution and arrival to
The piece remains to this day one of the most popular works of the Romantic period.

This suite is based on three of the movements: “A Ball” (lI), “March to the Scaffold”
Sabbath” (V). The following passages are from Berlioz's actual program notes:

“A Ball”

The artist finds himself in the most diverse situations in
party, in the peaceful contemplation of the beautiful si
whether in town or in the countryside, the beloved imac¢
throws his spirit into confusion.

“March to the Scaffold”

Convinced that his love is unappreciated,

oisons himself with opium. The

dose of narcotic, while too weak to cause lunges h|m heavy sleep
accompanied by the strangest of visi hat he his beloved, that
he is condemned, led to the scaffold an i v@cutlon As he cries
for forgiveness the effects of th i g hide but he cannot so he

watches as an onlooker as he o the sound of a march
that is sometimes ber a ia t and solemn, in which a
dull sound of heavy the loudest outbursts. At the
end of the march, the r bars of the lde%appear like a final thought of love
interrupted by t tal bl en his he@ ced down the steps.

“A Witches
He sg aself at a ' sizbath, in the midst of a hideous gathering of shades,

onsters of e ind who have come together for his funeral. The
lIs a burl ody of the Dies irae, the dance of the witches combined
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Suite from Symphonie Fantastique

1. A Ball, II. March to the Scaffold, III. A Witches’ Sabbath

iULL S%ORE 645 L. A Ball By Hector Berlioz (1803-1869)
pprox. Duration - 0: ) * Arranged by Michael Story (ASCAP)
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