GRADE LEVEL: 27>

(Correlates with Sound Innovations for String Orchestra, Book 2, Level 2)

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Often Referred to as the African-American National Anthem

Music by J. Rosamond Johnson
Words by James Weldon Johnson
Arranged by Bob Phillips

—— INSTRUMENTATION —

1 Full Score Educational Packs
8 Violinl 1 Violin
8 Violinll 1 Viola
5 Viola 1 Cello
3 VioIinIII(Violaé,) 1 String Bass
5 Cello
5 String Bass
1 Piano Accompaniment
- J

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is nowbeing collated by an autématighigh-
speed system. The enclosed partsdre now sorted by page count, rather than'seore order.

The poem and original hymn-like music of thisipiece reverberate through the decades of the civil rights movement.
This setting teaches 6/8 and chromatic alterations in first position cofibined with optional vocals and cross-curricular
programming possibilities.

PROGRAM/NOTES

James Weldon Johnson wrote the wordsito’Lift Every ice and Sing as a poem in 1899. The first performance
of the poem was in honoggef Booker T. Washington whef he visited the segregated Stanton school, where James
Weldon Johnson served as‘pringipal, The visit wag for'a celebration of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday on February 12,
1900. J. Rosamondgdehnson, James' brother, wrote’music for the poem shortly after Mr. Washington’s visit. It was
dubbed the “Negfo National Anthem” in 1919 by the National Advancement for Colored People (NAACP) and has
been performed By many dftists, including ThefHoward Gospel Choir, Al Green and Denise Williams, BeBe Winans,
Ray Charleg] and the Historically BlacksColleges and Universities Choir.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This| piece remains in first'position with some chromatic alterations. It provides a great way to teach 6/8. The
eddcational packet includés a‘treble clef vocal part that can be used to teach instrumental students the words or for
a choir to sing with the ofehestra. The song words could be read before it is played or a vocal soloist or choir could
perform with the string erchestra. If all three verses of the song words are performed, then a repeat can be added
afterbeat 1 of gfbar72; back to beat 2 of bar 41. While this piece would work for any concert, it would also be a
great cross-curticular bridge to a social studies unit on the “Jim Crow” era or “Black History Month! It would be a
particularly, good choice for a “Martin Luther King” day assembly or program.
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2 Dedicated to Aaron and Afa Dworkin and the Sphinx Organization

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Often Referred to as the African-American National Anthem

CONDUCTOR SCORE Music by J. Rosamond Johnson
Duration - 2:40 Words by James Weldon Johnson
With conviction (J- = 60) A Arranged by Bob Phillips
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*If a soloist or choir is used to sing the words, a repeat can be added after beat 1 of bar 72 back to beat 2 of bar 40.
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