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New Orleans, Louisiana (NOLA)—there’s no other place like it on earth! From its Creole and Cajun cuisines to its
rightful claim to fame as the birthplace of jazz, the city is a unique culture in and of itself.

My wife, Christy, and | had the opportunity to visit New Orleans in 2010, five years after the devastating Hurricane
Katrina. We found a city in which the vibrancy and culture of the people live strong. In a sense, the city had been
rebom in the aftermath of the storm.

When | was asked to create a piano frio for the 2015 MTNA Conference, | decided that clarinet, frombone, and
piano created the perfect frio fo salute the people of New Orleans on this 10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina. The
frio is divided info three movements:

|. Vibrancy — | imagined life before the storm—a vibrant city full of life, a city where the gumbo flowed and the
Dixieland jazz was plentiful. The movement is energetic and full of hoppiness.

ll. Aftermath — Hurricane Katrina was one of the most devastating hurricanes on record fo hit the Louisiana coast.
With immense destruction and loss of life, the city's heart and soul were damaged. The movement begins and
ends with five piano “chimes,” signifying the 5:00 Am. landfall of the storm. | tried to portray a cerfain desperation,
but not hopelessness. The movement switches back and forth from swing eighth notes to straight eighth notes,
signifying the uncertainty of the city's revival,

lll. Rebirth — This movement begins with cautious optimism. It also begins a full step lower than the first movement,
but soon crescendos and changes back to the key of the first movement, symbolizing the rebirth of the city.

| wish o say a huge thanks to MTNA, Ann Witherspoon [MTNA National Chair of the Commissioning Program),
E. L lancaster, Gayle Kowalchyk, and the entire tfeam at Alfred Music for their involvement in the commissioning of this
piece. | hope that you enjoy NOLA: A Tribute to New Orleans.
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