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Take My Hand – The well-known hymn “Take My Hand, Precious Lord” is partnered with a new 
melody and  words  in  this  inspirational,  gospel-style  anthem.   The  original  Thomas  A.  Dorsey  text 
has been modified to convey a message of hope that comes when we are willing to put our faith and 
trust in the Lord. 

The slow, steady tempo and quiet beginning help to set the contemplative mood of the lyrics.  When 
the  hymn  enters  at  measure  24,  care  should  be  taken  to  allow  the  left  hand  of  the  piano 
accompaniment to provide the rhythmic pulse under the sustained harmonies in the choral parts. At 
measure 40, let each individual tune reflect the message of its text.  

This  anthem is  suitable  for  general  use  throughout  the  church  year,  but  it  is  especially  appropriate 
during Lent.  It also could be meaningful at special memorial and prayer services.     

Don Besig directs the adult choir at his home church, Perinton Presbyterian in Fairport, New York. 
Recognizing  a  need  for  choral  music  written  especially  for  student  singers  and  volunteer  church 
choirs, he began composing and arranging for his own groups. In 1980, he began collaborating with 
lyricist Nancy Price, one of his former students. A graduate of Ithaca College, Ms. Price holds B.M. 
and M.M. degrees  in  music  education.  She is  a  freelance music  engraver  and an active soloist  and 
studio voice teacher in the Rochester, New York area.

Over  400  Price/Besig  choral  compositions  and  arrangements  have  been  released  by  leading 
publishers.  They have served as workshop clinicians and guest conductors throughout the U.S. and 
Canada. Their music is widely performed by choirs in all parts of the world. They are recipients of 
several ASCAP Plus Awards.
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Music by 
DON BESIG (ASCAP)

TAKE MY HAND
Incorporating “Take My Hand, Precious Lord”

for S.A.T.B. voices, accompanied*

* To purchase a full-length performance recording (44266) of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads.
© 2015 ALFRED MUSIC 

All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.

Words by 
DON BESIG (ASCAP) and 
NANCY PRICE (ASCAP)

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
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* Tune: PRECIOUS LORD, George N. Allen, 1812–1877
   Words: THOMAS A. DORSEY, 1899–1993

TAKE MY HAND, PRECIOUS LORD
Words and Music by THOMAS A. DORSEY

© 1938 (Renewed) WARNER-TAMERLANE PUBLISHING CORP.
This Arrangement © 2015 WARNER-TAMERLANE PUBLISHING CORP.

All Rights Reserved  
SOLE SELLING AGENT FOR THIS ARRANGEMENT:  ALFRED MUSIC

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
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