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(Correlates with Sound Innovations for String Orchestra, Book 2, Level 2)

A Revolutionary War Tale

The Burning of Bedford Village, New York, 1779

BOB PHILLIPS (ASCAP)

—— INSTRUMENTATION —

1 Full Score Educational Packs
8 Violinl 1 Violin
8 Violinll 1 Viola
5 Viola 1 Cello
3 Violin Il (Viola é,) 1 String Bass
5 Cello
5 String Bass
1 Piano Accompaniment
. J

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is néw being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted byspage count, rather than score ordet.

PROGRAM NOTES

This piece is the story of the burning of Bedford, New York'in 1779,4as told in the Record Review, July 9, 2004,
by Evelyne H. Ryan. The village of Bedford was founded in 1680, and played a role in the American War of
Independence. Lieutenant ColonehBanastre l@rletdn led a force 6§360 British and Hessian troops in an attempt to
surprise Colonel Elisha Sheldon’s GentinentaliBragoons onJulya2;1779. Their march through Bedford to Pound
Ridge was a failure, as Colonel Sheldonysurprised the British"and chased them to Mt. Kisco. General Washington
sent troops to reinforce the cdlonials, then, withdrew them™@ respond to a large British attack on the coast. On
July 11, while the colonial forces were engaging the enéniy on the coast, 400 British horsemen led by Lieutenant
Colonel Samuel Birch apgroached Bedford. A Iéokout.named Stephen Ambler made a terrible mistake and thought
the troops were colonials. He"was shot and killedyby the British as he tried to escape. Birch's troops went on to
Bedford and burne@ down the town. The British troops were withdrawn from Westchester County in 1783 and
Bedford began t@ rebuild.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

ltwCol. Tarleton's theme (bars 5—86)/portrays the march on Bedford, July 2, 1779. Colonel Elisha Sheldon responds
(87<52) and chases the Bfitish to Mt. Kisco. Colonel Samuel Birch (53-72) then marches to Bedford. Birch's theme
is a/variation of Tarleton's, Bath the British and Colonial themes (73-85) are used to represent Stephen Ambler's
uncertainty of which foregs were approaching. A gradual dynamic increase suggests the forces are getting closer.
The,shot that killedsAmbler can be heard in bar 85 when the unison pizzicato is played. The British burning of
Bedford (86—101) isyrepresented in a restatement of Colonial Birch's march reset in minor at a slower tempo. The
piece concludés/{102%125) with an American hymn of eternal hope and rebirth. Reading the program notes to the
audience;, combined with playing the key themes as a prelude to the performance, is suggested.
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2 Dedicated to the Fox Lane 7th Grade Orchestra and Sinfonetta under the direction of Roberta Warfield

A Revolutionary War Tale

The Burning of Bedford Village, New York, 1779

CONDUCTOR SCORE Bob Phillips (ASCAP)
Duration - 3:50 British military march\/ (4 =180)
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Colonel Elisha Sheldon’s Colonials Respond

American long bow style

(o)

()

[l

(L/”__—\E Il/"“\\

[,

[,

4

4

=

4

[,

#
M 320}

4

_ ||
T Q Q
< 4|
7 e h_aW
T Q N
= =
S S
LN $EQ SO
H m AJ
f = )} IMJ = — ﬂWJ - | i
it
B\ 0 iy
I3 =
= v 3 = i va o
P N 22 4
H ]
- w 3
= m )
£ = = - S 3
> > @) ) A <

Pno.
Accomp.

43

4

40

43815S



.

Vlns.

(Vin. IIT)

Vla.

Cello

Str. Bass

Pno.
Accomp.

Vins.
(Vin. III)

Pno.
Accomp.

43815S



British military march
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Colonel Samugel,Birch Marches on Bedford, July 11, 1779
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