@ BEGINNING STRING ORCHESTRA Grade 175

King Henry’s Choice

Music and Dance from the Tudor Court

KEITH SHARP

INSTRUMENTATION

Conductor

1st Violin

2nd Violin

3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
Viola

Cello

String Bass

Piano Accompaniment

Percussion
(Optional Side Drum/
Tambourine)

_ = U1 U1 L1 U1 0O OO —

In the style of medieval dance, this authentic setting transports-all to theftime of Henry VIIl. Though his court was
infamous as well as lavish, music and dance were a central part of courtly lifedWith many opportunities for technical
development, all parts remain in 1st positiont

PROGRAM NOTES

A lively and authentic early style evokesthemusic and dance ef the Tudors. King Henry VIl was renowned for his roving
eye, keen intellect, and artistic appreciation. His househéldrenjoyed a lavish and refined lifestyle for the times. Dance,
pursued as a daily exercise and social engagementfWas central to courtly celebration. Talented musicians thus gained
employment at Henry’s infamous,court. Many a‘lbeautymwas ensnared by the wily king, not least of all his numerous
wives. Beholden, they were “King Hepry’s Choice!”

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Melodic intetest is shared throughdut the,setting, which transports audience and performers to earlier times. Parts are
designed withithe technique of developing players in mind, encouraging exploration of contrasting bowings, Baroque
style inflections,’and resonance. Finger patterns are straightforward and in 1st position. The piano accompaniment is
useful for rehearsal purposesir to assist with scaffolding balance, rhythm, and pitch in concert.

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin string partsshave been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series
includes many Bowingsas well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent
bowings 4@ assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings

and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Belwin/Pop String Editor

~
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&um ORCHEST RA
__4

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred
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CONDUCTOR SCORE

Duration - 3:20
Violins

Viola

(Violin III)
Cello

String Bass
Piano
Accompaniment
Percussion
(Optional Side Drum/Tambourine)
Vins.

Vla.

(Vin. III)

Cello

Str. Bass
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