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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Arrangers will often look for different ways to adapt and structure their charts. Sometimes that process involves taking a song from one genre and
putting it into another. | was about eight bars into arranging / Heard the Bells on Christmas Day in a Count Basie style when | realized this would be
of the easier ones to adapt to jazz; the melody could sustain some changes in order to acclimate to the language of Basie.

That particular language has rules for the writing process as well as for performance. The Count Basie band established a sound deflne
unified ensemble playing over a relaxed, swinging rhythm section. While the sound of the ensemble could be powerful and coss
retained a relaxed swagger, even at faster tempos. But it was at tempos like this chart’s that the Basie band really excelled.
for listening to this band and absorbing their vernacular, we can talk about the correct approach.

We start this chart at a soft volume—those bucket mutes aren’t optional, people. They're an integral part of the sound.
marking is mezzoforte, let’s stay on the soft side of that dynamic. Remember, the figures should be played nice, relaxed, a
style, the slower the tempo, the more exaggerated the swing feel should be.

y easily. As we add instru m.

n here, keep that mezzofor der
You can see that this chart keeps the intensity down for a while. This will build tension, so that th g at m. 54 has %)ayoff and
release. We finally hit a strong forte dynamic at m. 57. Take note of the triplet notation on beats measure, meant an exaggeration

of the usual swing phrasing—keep it crisp and bouncy. Then m. 61 has a huge accent with a shake o ote should we perceive it
annot execute a shake, {;commend doing a #2

as twice as loud as the forte volume played in the previous four measures. If your bra
(mm. 62— 905p|lt up among two or even

We get softer still at m. 12. The rhythm section will need to play softly here so that the saxes can play the me
20, you may be tempted to get louder, but wait for it—the first real dynamic change happens at m. 28, an
control. Check out the offbeat accents in m. 26, m. 30, m. 34, and m. 44. These accents will really help t

crescendo on the note instead.

There are a few ways to approach the solo section. Maybe one of your SOQ
three different soloists.

The development section, which starts at m. 97, is a place where your e. Material likehis i Il'in love with big band music—
18 people lock into the material and play as one. To accomplish a un close he small details, especially dynamically.
Numerous crescendos and diminuendos will bring personallty t 6—man, just about every bar has one! Some of

s into their own, they may come up with their
things to a close—not with a big brassy ending,
but with a nice, delicate button.

Basie’s guitarist of 50 years almost single-handedl|

exclusively. He rarely soloed and never playe lo h the bass player and ride cymbal and help propel the groove.

S very‘gjﬁg. Guitarist Freddie Green played rhythm strums almost

renowned for his sim and ability to play figures that worked perfectly with the ensemble.
While the pianist doesn't , keep him ind—as you play this style, you won't go wrong.

otatoes of big band musijc. ing more progressive charts is cool and important, but once in a while it's good to
sters like Basie and Ellingto

come home and hang with

I'll see you there! —Gordon Goodwin

)\

ordon Goodwin started composing at the age of three.
No masterpieces at that time, but he kept at it and
wrote his first big band chart at age 13. It was good
enough to convince him that he could possibly keep
doing this. Flash cut 20 years later and Gordon is working
in Hollywood, writing for television and film, playing
sessions on keyboards and woodwinds, and working
with artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aguilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole, David
Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian McKnight, and
Quincy Jones, to name a few. Goodwin's cinematic scoring
and orchestration craft can be heard on such films as The
Sorcerer’s Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, National Treasure, The Incredibles, Remember
the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic, Con Air, Gone In 60
Seconds, Enemy of the State, Star Trek Nemesis, and even
the classic cult film Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band, an eighteen
piece jazz ensemble, which quickly gained a reputation
as one of the most exciting large jazz ensembles on the
planet. To date, the BPB has released five records, Swingin’
For The Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack (2006),
Act Your Age (2008), and That's How We Roll (2011). The
albums have featured state-of-the-art quest artists like
Arturo Sandoval, Eddie Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight,
Johnny Mathis, Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David
Sanborn, Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin's work has gamered him three Emmy Awards
and eleven Grammy® nominations, with three Grammy
wins for his work on the Pixar film The Incredibles (2006)
and his arrangements of “Rhapsody in Blue” (2012) and
“On Green Dolphin Street” (2014). His charts are played
all over the world, and along with his method books and
(Ds, have heen a robust source of inspiration and learning
for thousands of young musicians.
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