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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Cannonball Run was originally commissioned by Tevis Laukat and Cannonball Musical Instruments, and it was originally written for
saxophone quintet and rhythm section. Tevis and the boys at Cannonball did their own recording of that chart, and their versio
so fun and infectious that this big band version leaped out of my pencil! Well, to be accurate it leaped out of my computer mou
you get the idea.

The chart starts out with a long-building intro before settling into the Latin pop groove in m. 49. This groove int
its quasi-walking bass line, which is essentially a simplified version of a prototypical samba bass line. The sy
important component here, and should be played with precision. The piano is the only instrument playing
it is clearly heard.

charge in too heavy on this; keep it light and mobile. And speaking of dynamics, this chart doesn't really get loud

't
section, except in a few spots, like mm. 29-32, m. 87, m. 95, mm. 121-122, and m. 129 as we kick off into the solos. So wat 560

When the Big Phat Band plays this chart, we have a ball soloing on it.

For me, the chord changes have a lot of meat to grab onto with fairly long stretche nality to loo on, but

with a healthy helping of ii-V chord progressions to show a true understanding of im armony. Hey, t me down in
mm. 193-200! &

After the solos, there’s a long build where the soloist(s) fill in between th s (which you m otice are based on the
syncopated piano rhythm in the basic groove). This leads to a k ange e soliat m ch of course, your sax

section is going to nail. | would ask the rhythm section to keep th ed cause the s then play a little lighter
and bring out more subtleties in their performance. Also, note that th ist sho back to the written part, and the same
with the bass player. While we are all for letting the rhythm guys gréove a orate on their par imes there are compositional

reasons to stick to the written parts, and this is one of those pla

t to another. startlng at m. 307. This time the horns
thicken and roove builds. The ensemble will need to listen
y. Essentially, each musician needs to not only know his or her
rather tall order, e very best ensembles have that kind of awareness,
imaxes at m. 337With the whole band playing those four pairs of eighth
. Of course oove is just too cool to stop, and it gets cranking again
time for shyness or delicacies. It's time to burn, full out
ime to cue the ending at m. 351. And when you get to the last
appropriate to lay back on that last lick—milk those last three

This soli gives the sax section a good workout, and ev
gradually layer a number of different figures, little by little as
closely and feel the tlme s0 that the horn figures fi

and your band should be shooting for that. Thi
notes—straight up and down, tight and
at m. 343, where your soloist(s) dive b

t to applaud your band'’s exciting performance. Be sure and give them

—Gordon Goodwin

)\

dwin

ordon Goodwin started composing at the age of three.
No masterpieces at that time, but he kept at it and
wrote his first big band chart at age 13. It was good
enough to convince him that he could possibly keep
doing this. Flash cut 20 years later and Gordon is working
in Hollywood, writing for television and film, playing
sessions on keyboards and woodwinds, and working
with artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aguilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole, David
Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian McKnight, and
Quincy Jones, to name a few. Goodwin's cinematic scoring
and orchestration craft can be heard on such films as The
Sorcerer’s Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, National Treasure, The Incredibles, Remember
the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic, Con Air, Gone In 60
Seconds, Enemy of the State, Star Trek Nemesis, and even
the classic cult film Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band, an eighteen
piece jazz ensemble, which quickly gained a reputation
as one of the most exciting large jazz ensembles on the
planet. To date, the BPB has released five records, Swingin’
For The Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack (2006),
Act Your Age (2008), and That's How We Roll (2011). The
albums have featured state-of-the-art quest artists like
Arturo Sandoval, Eddie Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight,
Johnny Mathis, Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David
Sanborn, Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin's work has gamered him three Emmy Awards
and eleven Grammy® nominations, with three Grammy
wins for his work on the Pixar film The Incredibles (2006)
and his arrangements of “Rhapsody in Blue” (2012) and
“On Green Dolphin Street” (2014). His charts are played
all over the world, and along with his method books and
(Ds, have heen a robust source of inspiration and learning
for thousands of young musicians.
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