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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Since | can't get enough of that shuffle groove, | thought | would arrange this classic holiday song with a sense of fun. A
what is funnier than the bass trombone playing the melody? There | go again, making trombone jokes—sorry!

Your bass trombonist should make sure to stay in time and avoid dragging. Adding to the comedy is your guitar,
accompanying the bass bone on the ukulele. If you don’t have access to one, play those rhythmic chords in upp
register to simulate one.

Measure 11 brings a brief explosion of the full ensemble—punch it huge, out of the blue. The
dynamically under the piccolo solo in m. 13. If you don't have a piccolo, flute is okay, and if no flu
alto sax part.

Pay attention to all the detail in the bridge section at m. 21, as the melody gets passed around the band: 8 those@

three eighth notes should be played completely straight, no swing, and you know why that works? Contrast, ba

We really get swinging at m. 30, where the trombones need to focus on accurat ent of the triplets. That's an

important part of this shuffle groove, bones, so lock it in. Go for a nice, tight, and ble sound @:7. A few
places in this section require styling, like the scoop at the end of m. 48, which d greas ss have a
“doit” in m. 50. | would recommend a relatively short one here, so that you don't he sax lic measure. You
want a big ol hairy “doit”? That goes in m. 62. {

The solo section starts at m. 70, and it begins with a few sur*s: as change an & den dynamic change
in the send-off lick. Then back down to mezzoforte for the star e so rust m oists will appreciate the

ro

O

e up on'those si ding chords—mezzopiano is fine.
trumpet ca y out in mm. 104-109 and rest up for
to build, andythen you are around for the next surprise

rhythm section’s soft yet tight shuffle groove—it will give th grow.

A development section occurs after the solos. Saxes shoul
Brass players should play at an easy mezzoforte dyna
the fun times ahead. Lead trumpet can enter at m. 112 as
key change at m. 114. Yep, | admit, I like those es..

Where t bIe has a lip trill on the first note. Some young
ensembles have yet to develop the ski od lip t is the case, then just put a nice #2 crescendo on
that dotted half note—that will work as well.

As we wind the chart dowh, tt (along VIS ukulele friend) gets back in the act at m. 129. The band can

ong, or perhaps long, but not short. Whatever you choose, listen to the lead
> or she does. That's e keep order in this business!

t pIayini th ,and | hope you do, too.

trumpet and do it the sa
The Big Phat Band always has a

—Gordon Goodwin

f&?}w.n

Gordon Goodwin started composing at the age of three.
No masterpieces at that time, but he kept at it and
wrote his first big band chart at age 13. It was good
enough to convince him that he could possibly keep
doing this. Flash cut 20 years later and Gordon is working
in Hollywood, writing for television and film, playing
sessions on keyboards and woodwinds, and working
with artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aquilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole, David
Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian McKnight, and
Quincy Jones, to name a few. Goodwin’s cinematic scoring
and orchestration craft can be heard on such films as The
Sorcerer’s Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, National Treasure, The Incredibles, Remember
the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic, Con Air, Gone In 60
Seconds, Enemy of the State, Star Trek Nemesis, and even
the classic cult film Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band, an eighteen
piece jazz ensemble, which quickly gained a reputation
as one of the most exciting large jazz ensembles on the
planet. To date, the BPB has released five records, Swingin’
For The Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack (2006),
Act Your Age (2008), and That's How We Roll (2011). The
albums have featured state-of-the-art quest artists like
Arturo Sandoval, Eddie Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight,
Johnny Mathis, Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David
Sanborn, Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin's work has gamered him three Emmy Awards
and eleven Grammy® nominations, with three Grammy
wins for his work on the Pixar film The Incredibles (2006)
and his arrangements of “Rhapsody in Blue” (2012) and
“On Green Dolphin Street” (2014). His charts are played
all over the world, and along with his method books and
(Ds, have been a robust source of inspiration and leaming
for thousands of young musicians.
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