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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This Grammy-nominated composition is the title track for the last Big Phat Band album (which did win a Grammy), and departs from some of the
material we have done over the years. While the tune includes plenty of groove, it also contains a plethora of rhythms that require precise interpretation.
The chart also has a shifting palate of textures; if you pace yourselves, it builds nicely from the sneaky, quiet opening to the bold, explosive endi

Although many rhythms are notated as sixteenth notes, they should be swung. Sometimes | wrote the rhythms using a t , art with

sixteenth-note-triplet notation would look pretty cluttered. In passages like m. 27, the first bar is swung, but straight e he next
bar. Make sure to illustrate the contrast. Those sixteenth notes are evened out in m. 47, and played tight and straight. TF of m. 48
goes back to the swinging funk groove. 0
Dynamics provide another contrast; for instance, in m. 27, the “and” of beat 4 explodes out of nowhere. Don't mess around with this note, tr —

you have to nail it hard! The same goes for m. 36 and m. 69. And don't get too loud at the beginning, eve n the groove starts at m. 2 p it

funky and solid, but with room to grow.
back. And jus you think
s quirkine se figures

&

.39, m. 43, m. 55, and & 5) that must be played
senths and occasmnal%; eighths comes a loud,
n

scussion with a ew idea—you are!

As we hit the chorus in m. 56, we are at a strong forte. Listen to one another and play those flgures in
you are playing a standard-issue funk chart, we take a little left turn at m. 62, where chromatici
with gusto.

That includes you, Mr. Pianist and Mr. Guitarist, who have many vital, written-out figure
accurately and with conviction. The second half of m. 77 cracks me up: out of all the s
obtrusive eighth-note triplet. Trumpets and saxes, charge in as if you are‘ruptlng

9). Some Si chart will sound great played

@or the bassist to play his or her signature
g

Any of your best soloists can be chosen to blow on the solo section at
lick in m. 123—it’s as if the bassist jumps in and reminds everybo

m. 133 and the accent at the end of m. 134.

Measure 140 is my favorite: the sixteenth-note rhyth
let those two rhythmic concepts rub against
same time—sixteenth-note swing, eighth-

r challenge, since he or she must play all those rhythms at the
drum. Check out drummer Bernie Dresel’s performance in the

d with the eiqhgtriplet rhythms. Each section should play its own part and
i h

e fi take this thing home. The ending reprises the opening piano lick, along with our
ion. If your lead trumpet player doesn’t have a double high D like Wayne Bergeron, don't
sure your audience Wr

iate your band'’s efforts on this challenging piece of music.
0 —Gordon Goodwin

)\

dwin

ordon Goodwin started composing at the age of three.
No masterpieces at that time, but he kept at it and
wrote his first big band chart at age 13. It was good
enough to convince him that he could possibly keep
doing this. Flash cut 20 years later and Gordon is working
in Hollywood, writing for television and film, playing
sessions on keyboards and woodwinds, and working
with artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aguilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole, David
Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian McKnight, and
Quincy Jones, to name a few. Goodwin's cinematic scoring
and orchestration craft can be heard on such films as The
Sorcerer’s Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, National Treasure, The Incredibles, Remember
the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic, Con Air, Gone In 60
Seconds, Enemy of the State, Star Trek Nemesis, and even
the classic cult film Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band, an eighteen
piece jazz ensemble, which quickly gained a reputation
as one of the most exciting large jazz ensembles on the
planet. To date, the BPB has released five records, Swingin’
For The Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack (2006),
Act Your Age (2008), and That's How We Roll (2011). The
albums have featured state-of-the-art quest artists like
Arturo Sandoval, Eddie Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight,
Johnny Mathis, Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David
Sanborn, Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin's work has gamered him three Emmy Awards
and eleven Grammy® nominations, with three Grammy
wins for his work on the Pixar film The Incredibles (2006)
and his arrangements of “Rhapsody in Blue” (2012) and
“On Green Dolphin Street” (2014). His charts are played
all over the world, and along with his method books and
(Ds, have heen a robust source of inspiration and learning
for thousands of young musicians.
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