ctor 1st Trombone

N\
INSQI\%TATION
9

1st Eb Alto a@one 2nd Trombone (Optional)
2nd &Al%xophone Guitar Chords

Tst Nr axophone Guitar (Optional)

2 nor Saxophone (Optional) Piano

t B¥Trumpet Bass
b Trumpet (Optional) Drums

Optional/Alternate Parts
1st C Flute
2nd CFlute
1st Bb Clarinet
2nd Bb Clarinet
Eb Baritone Saxophone
Vibraphone
Auxiliary Percussion (Cowbell, Tambourine)
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
iPad/Cell Phone Sound Effect (Download)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Some fun facts: A “polar vortex” is a large pocket of very cold air, typically the coldest, that sits over the arctic
North America during the winter. The polar vortex is not a new phenomenon, as scientists have been studying i
decades. What really happens is that every now and then, areas of high pressure displace this ma
Pacific, pushing the colder air south over Canada and into the upper regions of the United States.

Now to the music. The introduction sets the mood for the siren-like sound at m. 5, followed & nk bass
unison motive, played by the bass, guitar, and piano, that leads to the unison melody at m. 13. Up to 0 the musi
anticipates the arrival of something—the “polar vortex.”

At m. 21, the mood changes, as the melodic line is now harmonized in fourths to give t armony an edgy, coolisound.
Then the siren-like effect returns, and musical intensity begins to develop as the uni

y returns
At m. 42, the solo section includes a written alto sax solo. The soloist can play a ellish so %wsatlonal
ideas. If desired, other soloists could play in this solo section.

When programming this work, adding an actual siren/alarm sound eff
of the piece. You are encouraged to experiment with the foll idea:

inly enhanc:tN matic effectiveness

Have a couple of students research the Internet for a siren/alarm-like sound effect ion (app).

<

through a nd system or small amplifier so that it is

Download the app to a Smart Phone or Tablet.

Once the download is completed, play the siren/alar
heard, but make certain the sound is not
approach should come off smoothly and @

the at einvol iting the school principal, a parent, ora community
rson would not read music; just cue the sound effect as needed.

0 —Victor Lopez

To make this activity even more fu
leader to play the soun

Have fun!

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lépez is a highly acclaimed educator,
composer, arranger, and adjudicator. He holds
music degrees from the University of Florida and
Florida International University, with an Ed.D. in
Educational Administration and Supervision. He has
served as director of bands at the middle and
senior high school levels and as an administrator
in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools. He has
recorded and performed with various artists and
has appeared in numerous music videos. He has
over 450 compositions/arrangements published as
an exclusive composer, arranger and clinician for
Alfred Music.
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