@ VERY BEGINNING BAND Grade V5

Merry Christmas in Zimbabwe
[ o [
Merry Kisimusi
Based on God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

TRADITIONAL
Arranged by VICTOR LOPEZ (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION

1 Conductor 6 Trombone/Baritone/Bassoon WORLD PARTS
10 Flute 2 Baritone Treble Clef Avaf’all’f/e fsf dOW/nloa;idfrom

2 Oboe (World Part Trombone in B> Treble Clef) Qi W-alfred.cog/Wandp
10 BbClarinet 4 Tuba Horn in'Eb

2 BbBass Clarinet 2 Mallet Percussion Trombone/Baritoneyin Bb Bass Clef

6 EbAlto Saxophone (Bells and/or Xylophone) Tuba in Eb Bass Clef

4 BbTenor Saxophone 1 Optional Timpani Tuba in E4Treble Clef

Tune: G, C .

2 EbBaritone Saxophone 4 Pérlér;zsion)1 Tuba in B> Bass Clef

8 B> Trumpet (Claves/Snare Drum, Triangle/Bass Drum) P B Treble Clef

4 FHorn 2 Percussion 2

(Concert Toms [2]/Woodblock)

PROGRAM NOTES

Christmas is celebrated in differedt,countriesiand cultures all akeund the world. In Zimbabwe, most people
start the Christmas Day celebrations by attending a chufch service. Afterwards, everyone goes home to party
and celebrate. On the way Home, it istraditional to gefromhouse to house and visit family and friends. This
activity may take an entire dayhAt every homegthereds & party and the host offers visitors a variety of food

to eat or munchies toShack,on, presents are@xchanged, and everyone is expected to enjoy themselves! On
Christmas Day, everyone wears their best clothes; as for some families, the only new clothes received during
the year are usually for, Christmas. Everyone, but children in particular, looks forward to the parties, asitis a
good place ta show/ off the new outfits!

In Zimbabwe, one may find many hémes with elaborate Christmas decorations, including a traditional
European Christmas tree. Howevel, only the main room is decorated. Christmas carols are sung throughout
the holidayseason at differentievénts but mainly at church services. Moreover, Christmas occurs in
Decemberduring the Summer months in Zimbabwe. Many of the Christmas cards include pictures of Africa
and wild animals. Howeverin order to keep up with the Christmas spirit, many cards include the traditional
snow scenes and other Christmas stories. At dinner parties, chicken with rice is often the main dish served at
Christmas beca@seghicken in Zimbabwe is very expensive and it is considered a special treat.

(Paraphrasedfrom thedéllowing source: http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/zimbabwe.shtml)

The akranger, Victor Lépez, traveled to Zimbabwe with his family and, upon his return, was inspired to write
this arran@ement that captures the Spirit of Christmas and the rhythms of Zimbabwe's rich culture. Based
on “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” this piece has been appropriately titled “Merry Kisimusi,” which means
“Merry Christmas” in Zimbabwe.
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Merry Christmas in Zimbabwe

Merry Kisimusi

FULL SCORE Based on “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” Traditional
Approx. Duration - 2:00 Arranged by Victor Lopez (ASCAP)
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