
About the Cloud
DiY is an interactive multimedia experience—with video and audio demonstrations available for every lesson, 
example, and song in the book. You can stream or download corresponding media to your computer or mobile 
device wherever you see . Simply follow along in the book, and you will have everything you need.

To access the accompanying media, go to alfred.com/redeem and enter the code found on the inside front 
cover of this book.

CONTENTS
DO IT YOURSELF: ROCK GUITAR

The Parts of the Guitar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Which Guitar Is Best for Me? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
How to Hold Your Guitar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
The Amplifier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
The Right Hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
The Left Hand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Tuning Your Guitar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
The Basics of Reading Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Notes on the Sixth String E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Sixth-String Riff 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Sixth-String Riff 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
More Riffs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Still More Riffs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Rockin' Bass Line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Silent Guitar Calisthenics 1 and 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Sound Off: How to Count Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Four Kinds of Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Time Signatures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Notes on the Fifth String A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Jamming on 5 and 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Two-String Rock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Easy Rock Riffs on the Fifth and Sixth Strings  . . . . . . . 14
Repeat Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
 King Louie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
 As I Arrive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
 Ferrous Guy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
 They Can Rock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Silent Guitar Calisthenics 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Notes on the Fourth String D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Fourth-String Riff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
1950s Rock Lick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Foggy Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Ladder to the Sky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Crazy Kid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

Playing Two Notes Together . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Blues in 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Notes on the Third String G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
 Cash. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Introducing the Quarter Rest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
 Ode to Joy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Rockabilly Sound  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Power Chords  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Three-Chord Progression . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
 Down You Go . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

Rock Duet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
 Bop the Blitz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Notes on the Second String B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Classic Rock Lick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Five-String Rock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
 Satisfying Lick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
 Don't Miss the Train . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
 Give Me a Hand, Lady . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Rockin' in D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Notes on the First String E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Jamming with E, F, and G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

 Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
 Aura Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

The Major Scale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
C Major Scale Exercise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Six-String Em Chord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Quarter-Note Slash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Em Strumming Exercise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

Five-String A7 Chord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Strumming the A7 Chord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Strumming Em and A7 Chords . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Minor Two-Chord Rock  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

Introducing High A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Rockin‘ in Dorian Mode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Ties  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
 Rainforest Romp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
 Nice Attire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Eighth Notes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
 Eighth-Note Exercise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

 Ellis Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Four-String D7 Chord  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
 D7 and A7 Chord Exercise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
 D7 Chord with Notes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Six-String E Chord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Introducing the Eighth-Note Slash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
 Eighth-Note Slash Exercise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
 Strumming Exercise with E Chord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Five-String A Chord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Minor and Major . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
 Vacate the Sky  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
 Doo Dah, Poo Bah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
 Rough Evening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
 Always Been Crazy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
 Keep It to Yourself . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

Alfred Music
P.O. Box 10003
Van Nuys, CA 91410-0003

alfred.com

Copyright © MMXIV by Alfred Music
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

No part of this book shall be reproduced, arranged, adapted, recorded, publicly performed, stored in a retrieval system,
 or transmitted by any means without written permission from the publisher. In order to comply with copyright laws, please apply for

 such written permission and/or license by contacting the publisher at alfred.com/permissions.

ISBN-10: 1-4706-1138-4 (Book & Media)
ISBN-13: 978-1-4706-1138-5 (Book & Media)

Cover photo courtesy of Gibson USA
Gears: © iStockphoto / aleksandarvelasevic • Blueprint: © iStockphoto / Branislav



13

&

T
A
B

44
œo œ œ

3 œ

0 0 3 0

œo œ œ
2

œ

0 0 2 2

œ
3

œ œ œ

3 3 2
0

œ œ œ œ

2
0 3 0

NOTES ON THE FIFTH STRING A
DO IT YOURSELF: ROCK GUITAR

B 

C

A

FRET 1

FRET 2

FRET 3

2

3

JAMMING ON 5 AND 6

TWO-STRING ROCK

OPEN STRING
(not fingered)

2nd FRET 3rd FRET

&

T
A
B

44
œ œ œ œ

1 1
0 3

.˙ œ

1 0

œ œ œ œ

1 1
0 3

˙ œ œ

1
0 3

Two-String Rock

o o1
3

5th string ,
open

5th string ,
2nd fret

5th string ,
3rd fret

&

T
A
B

w

0

A
Ledger
Lines *

&

T
A
B

w

2

B

&

T
A
B

w

3

C

&

T
A
B

44
œo œ œ œ

0 0 0 0

œ
2

œ œ œ

2 2 2 2

œ
3

œ œ
2

œ

3 3 2 2

œo œ œ œ

0 0 0 0

A B C
AB

* The short line that extends the staff downwards is called a ledger line. You already used them 
 for E, F, and G.



28

BOP THE BLITZ

This example is in the style of “Blitzkrieg Bop” by The Ramones.
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This tune uses the two chords you know, along with single notes and rests. Even when there are rests, 
you continue to play the same chord until a new chord symbol is used. In the last two measures, you 
change quickly from Em to A7 and back. Practice just those two measures slowly until you can change 
chords in time, and then play the entire tune.

MINOR TWO-CHORD ROCK
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Minor Two-Chord Rock 
This tune uses the two chords you know, along with single notes and 
rests. Even when there are rests, you continue to play the same chord 
until a new chord symbol is used. In the last two measures you 
change quickly from Em to A7 and back. Practice just those two 
measures slowly until you can change chords in time, and then play 
the entire tune.

(Still Em)
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Minor Two-Chord Rock 
This tune uses the two chords you know, along with single notes and 
rests. Even when there are rests, you continue to play the same chord 
until a new chord symbol is used. In the last two measures you 
change quickly from Em to A7 and back. Practice just those two 
measures slowly until you can change chords in time, and then play 
the entire tune.

(Still Em)
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This tune uses the two chords you know, along with single notes and 
rests. Even when there are rests, you continue to play the same chord 
until a new chord symbol is used. In the last two measures you 
change quickly from Em to A7 and back. Practice just those two 
measures slowly until you can change chords in time, and then play 
the entire tune.
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Minor Two-Chord Rock 
This tune uses the two chords you know, along with single notes and 
rests. Even when there are rests, you continue to play the same chord 
until a new chord symbol is used. In the last two measures you 
change quickly from Em to A7 and back. Practice just those two 
measures slowly until you can change chords in time, and then play 
the entire tune.

(Still Em)
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A

2 31 2

The five-string A Major chord uses three fingers. Place your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd fingers on the 4th, 3rd, 
and 2nd strings at the 2nd fret. Strum the top five strings.

Remember to strum firmly and directly downward across the strings to produce a nice full sound.

MINOR AND MAJOR
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Minor and MajorThis example uses both the E and Em chords. Listen to how the mood changes when you play the major 
and minor chords.
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FIVE-STRING A CHORD
DO IT YOURSELF: ROCK GUITAR


