ONEE NS

Selecting Your Guitar . .. .................. 3
Steel Strings and Nylon Strings

Acoustic Guitars and Electric Guitars ........ 4
Caring for Your Guitar

Tuning Your GUitar: . : o5 s ash ues sa5 o o 5
Tuning with the CD
Tuning without the CD

How to Hold Your Guitar. . . ............... 6

Strumming the Strings . .. ................. 7
Strumming with a Pick
Strumming with Your Fingers
Time to Strum!

Strumming Notation
Beats
The Quarter-Note Slash
The Staff and Treble Clef
Bar Lines, Measures, and Time Signatures
More Time to Strum

Using Your LefeMand .. ..o v s s sime v we 9
Hand Position
Placing a Finger on a String
How to Read Chord Diagrams

The Three-String CChord . . .............. 10
My First Chord

TheQuarterRest . ... ................... 11
Three Blind Mice

The Three-String G’ Chord .. ............. 12
My Second Chord

TPOUBAAOUE SORE s o5 wioss v vz vaw a5 wss o ¢ 13

Skt ¥ DA LOW: vn v:vin wiass wiavs v ssove wn som s » 14

LORHOR B - o s wms miae nows soea s wiiwsn v 15

The Three-String G Chord .. .............. 16
My Third Chord

Three ChordsinOne Song. . .............. 17
Rain Comes Down

The Repeat Sigh - o e o o o v vas wv s 18
Merrily We Roll Along

Eove'Sotebody v i v wun van v wnm i v s 19

The Three-String D? Chord . .............. 20
My Fourth Chord

Using D7 with Other Chords . . ............ 21

When the Saints Go MarchingIn .. ............ 22

Yankee Doodle.. ... v cis 255 sos o 5w o 6l 963 » 23

Getting Acquainted with Music Notation . . ..
Notes
The Staff
The Music Alphabet
Clefs
The Quarter Note
Clap and Count out Loud
Notes on the First String: Introducing E . . . ..
Elizabeth, the Elephant

The Note E with Chords
Note and Strum

Notes on the First String: Introducing F . . . . .
Up-Down-Up
The Notes E and F with Chords. . . . ... .....

Notes on the First String: Introducing G. . . ..
The Mountain Climber

The Notes E, F, and G with Chords. ... ... ..
Brave in the Cave

PumpkinSong ... ... ..o cowvanvasinein i ans
Notes on the Second String: Introducing B. . .
Two Open Strings
Two-String Melody
Jumping Around . . .. ... ...
Notes on the Second String: Introducing C. . .
Ping Pong Song
Soccer Game
The HalF Rest.. ... oo voox nmie vnin sinin sin s o4 5,07
When | Feel Best
Notes on the Second String: Introducing D .
A-Choo!
TheHalfNote. . ........................
Ode to Joy
W1 T R LT o e
Muary Had a Little Lamb . ... ... con sos s v o
Notes on the Third String: Introducing G . . .
Three Open Strings
Little Steps and Big Leaps
Alouette
Notes on the Third String: Introducing A . . . .
The Whole Note
A Is Easy!
Taking a Walk
BURELBE a5 e somma wowte wioe s sove Bww B v
She’ll Be Comin’ ’Round the Mountain . . ........

Music Matching Games . .................

DIPIOINA < e s i o o swiwss sonis w2aim ot oo

24

26

27

28

29
30

31

32
33
34

35
36

37

.38

39

40
41

.42

43
44



Skip to My Lou

Practice Tip

To change quickly from G’ to C in
the last two measures, just move
your finger from the 1st string to
the 2nd string—that’s not very far.
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[y, (rest) (rest)
skip, — skip to my Lou! Skip, skip, skip to my Lou!
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) (rest) (rest)
Skip, skip, skip tomy Lou! Skip tomy Lou my dar - ling!
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