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PROGRAM NOTES

Though it does poss€ss sémewhat of an overall folk quality, Grainger’s Colonial Song is completely original in
composition. He wirate it'in 1911 (in an initial.sCaring for two voices, harp, and full orchestra) as a loving tribute to the
good people and extraordinary natural p&uty of his native country, Australia.

In the comiposer’s own words, fram the,preface to the original scoring (complete with his own colorful idiosyncratic
m@anipulations of the language):

Perhaps itis not unnattiral that people living more or less lonelily in vast virgin countries and struggling
against natural agdiclimatic hardships (rather than against the more actively and dramaticly exciting
counter wills oftthelrfellow men, as in more thickly populated lands) should run largely to that patiently
yearning, inactive sentimental wistfulness that we find so touchingly expressed in much American art;

for instafice’in Mark Twain’s “Huckleberry Finn,” and in Stephen Foster’s adorable songs “My Old Kentucky
Home,” “Old'Folks at Home,” etc. | have also noticed, almost Italian-like, musical tendencies in brass band
perferménces and ways of singing in Australia (such as a preference for richness and intensity of tone and
soulful breadth of phrasing over more subtly and sensitively varied delicacies of expression), which are also
reflected here.

-
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Colonial Song

FULL SCORE By Percy Aldridge Grainger (1882-1961)
Approx. Duration - 4:00 Arranged by Douglas E. Wagner (ASCAP)
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