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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

spending time in our garage! Don’t ask me why—a cat does what it wants, right?

We start off with your percussionist and your drummer trading solos around the big ensemble hits. Slam these hard, an your
audience you mean business with this chart!

The salsa groove begins at m. 9, and while all the rhythm section parts are carefully notated, playing musig
than reading the notes—you have to feel it! | would recommend living with a Tito Puente record for awhile.
will come alive. Or, you could listen to the Big Phat Band’s recording of this song, which can be found on ou
(We sound pretty good, but when it comes to this music, it's best to go to the source! Tito is the real deall)

The horn parts on this chart lay in pretty easily until m. 84, where time becomes more of an issue.
on the “and” of beat 1.

es, don't be late on yo ance

e ensemble %nd to bog

e fun to Blow on Butfieads-up on the bridge,
t work for eac M =V changes, and your

And trumpets, make sure you are listening to those saxes in order to line up your hits, startin
down at m. 108, so keep pushing forward with the time, and keep all those eighth no

The solo section is available for any and all of your favorite soloists, and the ch
and don't fake your way through those ii-V changes! Take a minute and learn t
solo will sound much more authentic. ‘

Next up is a vamp for your drummer and percussionist to solo over. You ructure this as you play the phrase at m. 184 three

times, and have the soloists trade eights, fours, and twos. You ca o ope gs up by e@ he vamp—there’s nothing quite

like a building, hypnotic Latin vamp!

Bringing dynamic contrast is particularly important for this
drum/percussion solo, the trombones state the melog

ic. It really h the music contrast and shape. After the
the song in m. 202. While the dynamic should come down to
dynamic shou% more subtle M! Not for long, though, as the band
2s on agai m. and come down to y/ (hey, trust me, this sounds
time to £ at m. 235.

Na chart like this, push yourself to charge in, unafraid, and play with

0 a group of musici@n g their all.

Have fun, and long live the Gara ato!
0 —Gordon Goodwin

N\

A

Latin music is a big part of the Big Phat Band repertoire. | love the fire and rhythmic emphasis of this music, as well as the harmonic
and melodic richness. All of these factors come into play with “Garaje Gato,” a tune that is named after our 20-year-old cat, who loves

<
@%‘mﬂ ‘

Gordon Goodwin started composing at the age
of three. No masterpieces at that time, but he
kept at it and wrote his first big band chart at
age 13. It was good enough to convince him that
he could possibly keep doing this. Flash cut 20
years later and Gordon is working in Hollywood,
writing for television and film, playing sessions
on keyboards and woodwinds, and working with
artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aguilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole,
David Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian
McKnight, and Quincy Jones, to name a few.
Goodwin’s cinematic scoring and orchestration
craft can be heard on such films as The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, National Treasure, The Incredibles,
Remember the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic,
Con Air, Gone In 60 Seconds, Enemy of the State,
Star Trek Nemesis, and even the classic cult film
Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band,
an eighteen piece jazz ensemble, which quickly
gained a reputation as one of the most exciting
large jazz ensembles on the planet. To date,
the BPB has released five records, Swingin’ For
The Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack
(2006), Act Your Age (2008), and That’s How We
Roll (2011). The albums have featured state-of-
the-art guest artists like Arturo Sandoval, Eddie
Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight, Johnny Mathis,
Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David Sanborn,
Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin’s work has garnered him three Emmy
Awards and eleven Grammy® nominations, with
three Grammy wins for his work on the Pixar film
The Incredibles (2006) and his arrangements of
“Rhapsody in Blue”(2012) and “On Green Dolphin
Street” (2014). His charts are played all over the
world, and along with his method books and
CDs, have been a robust source of inspiration
and learning for thousands of young musicians.



By Gordon Goodwin
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As Recorded by Gordon Goodwin’'s Big Phat Band
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