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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

What you have here is your basic flag-waving, barn-burning, straight-ahead swing chart, and believe it or not, it’s not all that
hard to play! What do you mean, you don't believe me? Okay, there are a few licks that your band will want to take
at (hello, m. 243), but really, this is actually a reasonably playable chart.

Much of this chart is derived from the tenor sax lick in mm. 17-18, which is essentially the composition
song. If you get a chance, listen to the Big Phat Band's recording of this chart on our CD Life in the
the horns as they play the figure in m. 35. You can hear their air support pushing all the way thro i of that
lick—that's what makes it pop. You can hear this again in m. 94, where the trumpets and saxes pass
back and forth. Air support is so essential. It helps with sound, intonation and, on a tune like this, for
good time. So dig in, breathe deep, and commit to that air support!

The solo section begins at m. 110, and the chord changes are pretty fun to blow on—jus p track of all those do nt

7th chords flying by.

After the solos, in the development section, the different sections pass the pri d forth, assi 8. Listen
closely and hand off that lick to each other in a clean, tight manner. Trombones, yo t a piece o,inm. 187.
The passage at mm. 224-229 is one of the places that requires close att me, especially i es—don't be late!

o ay. This is thelick that gave the guys in
yed it. Bubyl k the trumpets and saxes

to lock it in. The ers in your band should do
portant, a ick in mm. 243-244 is probably your
your tempo!

thmic momentum continues all the way to the entire
sive, and nasty fall on it, too! It's kind of your band'’s way

As we push to the end of the chart, you have m. 243 and n-‘él stan
the Big Phat Band the most trouble, although you can't really t ho
in my band spent a little time playing this lick slowly at first, in
the same!

Picking the correctly tempo for this chart (or an
determining factor. How fast can you execute that sucker?

The bass has a quick solo at the end, in mm
m. 246 if you want—that’s cool.

Just make sure you play m. 247

—Gordon Goodwin

&

ordon Goodwin started composing at the age
of three. No masterpieces at that time, but he
kept at it and wrote his first big band chart at
age 13. 1t was good enough to convince him that
he could possibly keep doing this. Flash cut 20
years later and Gordon is working in Hollywood,
writing for television and film, playing sessions
on keyboards and woodwinds, and working with
artists like Ray Charles, Christina Aguilera, Johnny
Mathis, Toni Braxton, John Williams, Natalie Cole,
David Foster, Sarah Vaughan, Mel Torme, Brian
McKnight, and Quincy Jones, to name a few.
Goodwin’s cinematic scoring and orchestration
craft can be heard on such films as The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice, Escape to Witch Mountain, Get Smart,
Glory Road, National Treasure, The Incredibles,
Remember the Titans, Armageddon, The Majestic,
Con Air, Gone In 60 Seconds, Enemy of the State,
Star Trek Nemesis, and even the classic cult film
Attack of the Killer Tomatoes.

In 2000, Goodwin formed The Big Phat Band,
an eighteen piece jazz ensemble, which quickly
gained a reputation as one of the most exciting
large jazz ensembles on the planet. To date,
the BPB has released five records, Swingin’ For
The Fences (2000), XXL (2003), The Phat Pack
(2006), Act Your Age (2008), and That’s How We
Roll (2011). The albums have featured state-of-
the-art guest artists like Arturo Sandoval, Eddie
Daniels, Take 6, Brian McKnight, Johnny Mathis,
Michael Brecker, Dianne Reeves, David Sanborn,
Chick Corea, Dave Grusin, Lee Ritenour, Patti
Austin, Art Tatum, Dave Koz, Gerald Albright, and
Marcus Miller.

Goodwin’s work has garnered him three Emmy
Awards and eleven Grammy® nominations, with
three Grammy wins for his work on the Pixar film
The Incredibles (2006) and his arrangements of
“Rhapsody in Blue”(2012) and “On Green Dolphin
Street” (2014). His charts are played all over the
world, and along with his method books and
CDs, have been a robust source of inspiration
and learning for thousands of young musicians.
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