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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

At the indicated tempo (= 104 BPM), this samba should have an easygoing feel and maintain a steady tempo. And plea
observe dynamics, especially behind the vocalist. After the big intro, come down to mf for the vocal. Backgrounds should
always be subordinate to the vocal. Bring out the big forte ensemble hits, and then get back down under the v
indicated. Watch for the key change at m. 66. We go briefly into a double-time swing feel at m. 102, and then back
at m. 110, but the quarter note remains constant throughout.

RHYTHM SECTION

The various pieces of the Latin music puzzle must fit together like a glove. Each member of the rhyt
job to do, and, if done right, will give the chart a joyous, lilting feel. Direct the band to listen close
in together.

section a specific

and Iock

Guitar: At m. 18, the guitar settles into a pattern that carries through the whole chart. He of she should use a full ;
play lightly to keep the tempo moving. The written accents lock in with the piano and snaré,drum accents.

Piano: The piano left hand doubles the bass, while the right hand matches accents wi rand snare@ Note the
short written solos at m. 13 and m. 62. The solo at m. 110 involves only piano ust be very strict

tempo to bring the band back in at m. 118.
Bass (Electric): Play the samba pattern simply and with strict ti e At m@ (&) JO|r®rns in the breakdown
section.

Drums: The pattern at m. 2 carries through the whole chast. Pla tly to keep the moving. Use a cross-stick
technique to play the clave rhythm notated on the snare dr pace.

THE HORNS
Always pay close attention to intonation, especi
top three trumpets have an alternate fingerin

passages, as the saxes and trumpets in the intro. The
.7, while trump@n achieve a similar effect with a flutter tongue
5

in the lower octave. Trombones have a line bui omatic sc 4, and then again, with saxes at m. 124. Watch
for the horn breakdown at mm. 85-93 i are cl ed to achieve clean unisons and tight ensembles.
VOCAL SOLOIST

The vocal range is from @ be ird spaceiB. The part is written an octave higher for clarity on the staff. The
vocalist should study the'son layer to become comfortable with the melody. This may allow

some freedom of personal'e

add musical interest. As alwa ive for good ion.

VQ —Scott Ragsdale

practice it with th
ession. As the cf@ esses, some liberties have been taken with the written melody to

Enjoy!

Scott
Ragsdale

Scott Ragsdale is retired from the U.S.
Navy Band of Washington, D.C., where
he served as chief arranger, composer,
and trombonist with the Navy’s premier
jazz ensemble, the Commodores. He
has also arranged for numerous bands
up and down the East Coast for more
than 30 years. He studied music at
Southern lllinois University and the
Berklee School of Music (MA).
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