Bridge Over

Words and
Arra

&5/
db

L BAKER@

&0
INSQI\%TATION
9

ed Water
%0

ctor 1st Trombone

1st Eb Alto one 2nd Trombone
2nd QAI&:\XOphone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
Tst Nr axophone 4th Trombone (Optional)
2 nor Saxophone Guitar Chords

Bafitone Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)

%Trumpet Piano

2nd Bb Trumpet Bass

3rd Bb Trumpet Drums
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

Optional/Alternate Parts
C Flute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“Bridge Over Troubled Water” is a classic song by Simon and Garfunkel, and this chart approaches it head-on with an
arrangement somewhat reminiscent of Maynard Ferguson’s in the late 1960s. This is more of a concert approach f e
horns, with few typical jazz inflections.

Beginning with the first drum notes, the intro should be big—play with confidence. For those few meas
is the star. Trombones must enter strong as well, to sound like a big electric guitar. Saxes and trup
same intensity, building to the E climax at the end of m. 7. Measure 8 drops immediately to an ea
melody. The dynamic contrast is essential to creating the drama in that transition. Saxes and tra
m. 12, adding splashes of color behind the melody.

The energy picks up going into m. 16. The drum pattern opens up from hi-hat and cross-sti
in a straightforward rock pattern. The trumpets play directly into their stands to create
before returning to their original stance of playing over their stands. (Trumpets sh
clearly heard, unless otherwise indicated.)

uted effect for two sures

play over theiétands to be
Saxes should be big and full as they break into harmony at m. 19, and trumpe d provi nced melodic
counterpoint beginning in m. 22. The trumpet solo reemergesin m. 25 t phrase befor?@ro material returns.
This should be played with energy, but not quite as large as launching the tenor

1 The m. 32 is cr
sax solo at m. 33. Make sure the crescendo continues all the of m. rounds at m. 33 should
dynamically support the melody and never overshadow it.

stron

Measure 41 begins a 16-bar build, all the way through m. 57 rances The melody is paramount
throughout, but the accompanying figures deserve eatment a c as the brief brass fanfare in mm.
43-44.The trumpet solo melody at m. 50 should be a bra ent, as if playing “to the press box” at halftime—make

it shine! The crescendo at m. 57 is the dynamic t of the chart.

Then, as with the Intro, m. 58 must be sugi ynamic c
but be careful not to let the tempo dr, ith th mic lev ten5|ty should increase once again as each layer is
added and the energy build drums can bran from the rock pattern to include fills and perhaps even
kept in the mix and all aspects are under control. The drummer

Lt Is crltlcal to creating the drama of this transition,

has full latitude during ﬁ priate.
As with all pieces, be as mu as possible, follm nstincts, and, most of all have fun!

—Paul Baker

to ride cymbal and s ruQ

Paul
Baker

Currently residing in Austin, TX,
Paul Baker’s career as a composer,
saxophonist, educator and clinician
has covered a wide variety of musical
genres from jazz, film, TV and R&B to
Broadway. He has performed in venues
from the Universal Amphitheater in
Los Angeles to the Village Vanguard
in New York City to jazz festivals
across Europe. He has composed
and arranged for films, theater,
jazz bands of all sizes and levels,
and computer games. Paul earned
a B.M. in jazz studies from North
Texas State University and an
advanced studies certificate in film
composition from USC. Visit Paul at
www.bakersjazzandmore.com.
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