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INSQMENTATION
e 1st Trombone

ctor
st Eb Alto Q?ne 2nd Trombone
2nd EpAlt&Saxophone 3rd Trombone (Optional)

Tst Bb xophone 4th Trombone (Optional)

an r Saxophone Guitar Chords
; itone Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)
n

Trumpet Piano
0 d Bb Trumpet Bass
3rd Bb Trumpet Drums
Q 4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)
0 Optional/Alternate Parts
C Flute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone

Tuba (Doubles Bass)

Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)

1st Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“Deck the Halls” is a traditional Christmas carol, based on a sixteenth-century Welsh song and first published with
in 1866. For my arrangement, | chose to set the tune to a calypso beat, a musical style originating in Trinidad and
that became popular in the United States during the 1950s. The best-known calypso-influenced jazz tune is Sonn
“St. Thomas,” which | recommend playing for your students to give them a feel for the style.

The backbone of calypso rhythm is the repeated clavé pattern y e ot y

that the rhythm section plays throughout this arrangement: ( D ( (

All rhythm section members should strive for a light, relaxed sound and try to lock in with the drumm

ous bass
hi-hat quarter notes. The written drum fills are only suggestions, and the drummer should feel free to improvise hi EQ

own, as long as a relaxed and somewhat authentic style is maintained.

Wind players should also play lightly throughout the piece, being careful not to ton
Listening to Sonny Rollins’s articulations on “St. Thomas” will help with this. D
occurs at measure 72. Make sure your students play very softly starting at m
crescendo.

d on the short asticulations.
imax of the gement

@v of room to
< .

For young bands, the most challenging aspect of the piece %be the
syncopated rhythms, especially this recurring rhythm in the melady:

I suggest having your students write out the counting for thi
place all the off beats. Hearing you sing the words of the
the rhythm.

rhy
g an

d practice chant til they’re able to correctly
echoing @ can also help the students learn

Solos at measure 42 can be opened up to give more stu
with the concert Eb major scale, and with o
simple changes.

Regarding articulation, the staccatods of cours short, r&o short or clipped. The marcato (A) notes are played
detached, accented, and for their lues. | also sugge atjthe ensemble give full value to the dotted half notes by

using consistent and lease
arrangement of ”%\ Halls”!

\/0
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opportunity t@improvise. The entire solo can be played
rds, this could bweat opportunity to introduce improvising over

Good luck and hav

—Mike Collins-Dowden

Mike
Collins-Dowden

Mike Collins-Dowden received his B.M.
in music education and performance
from the Eastman School of Music, and
M.M. in music education from Temple
University. Mike currently teaches
elementary band and middle school
jazz band in Glenview, IL. As a music
educator, he also teaches jazz at the
Birch Creek Music Performance Center
in Egg Harbor, WI, and works as a
festival clinician throughout the
Midwest. As a musician, he performs
freelance in the Chicago area on bass
trombone and guitar. He specializes
in writing music for young bands
and enjoys writing music for his own
students to perform.
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