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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This arrangement of Whirly Bird is similar to the original chart composed by Neal Hefti and performed by the great Count Basie. Bot
begin with a piano solo. If you don't have a solid piano player, the chart can also easily begin at m. 9. The opening figure here is repeated
several times throughout the arrangement and should sound tight, crisp, and balanced. The drums should play time on the ride

can listen and/or download the demo recording of this chart at alfred.com/download.

The saxes have the cool, swirling Hefti melody at m. 17. The drummer should play on the hi-hat in a “two” feel 49, the
saxophones have a 16-bar soli with brass punctuation. The saxes can really dig into this soli. It should be full, ba and alwa
swinging! If needed, consider some extra rehearsal time to work out this soli. It's not difficult, but it is important to presen tioé
the chart.

a note. Often, younger players

e rip/gliss to@n the note
. device i ery quickly
red. com{ demo track to

r rips up t@ ote. Again, to minimize
lisses so players can fully grasp the

In m. 19, m. 23, and a few other places, the sax part contains a scoop, or a quick rip or gliss
try to make too much of this ornamentation. Direct the players to first practice these sectio
and the rhythmic time. Once they are comfortable, add the scoop or rip/gliss as an o

and can be played as a lip bend or as a quick three-note run up to the written note. Listen
hear it played accurately.

Glissandos also occur at m. 66, m. 68, m. 70, and m. 81; the ense has s
confusion, for rehearsal or the first reading, | suggest playing th|s se
concept of this ornamentation. The written half note must be played in d solid. The gliss icing” and should not interfere
with the playing of the half note. This concept may take some tim e effe Direct the e to sing it, as that usually clarifies
that the ban aIfred com/download demo track—

po) has the ying a longer, distinctive gliss.

with
n

the execution of this type of jazz ornamentation. Once agai
it's a great teacher! The original Count Basie version (at a mu

The shout chorus at m. 65 and m. 81 will sound be
“busier”than the notated parts during these sectio

ty of lead trump n experienced drummer may choose to play a little
ysin the swm and with good musical taste. These shout choruses

should be a launching pad for the alto solosgihi rovis s written.
The rhythm section parts are wri gmtar part includes quarter-note comping slashes, which
should be performed light a . e best o) d askt guitarist to use medium-thick picks, which will give the sound

humb and index finger. The guitarist’s quarter-note rhythm should
perfectly mesh so that the' und

0 —Peter Blair

Enjoy!

Peter
Blair

Peter Blair has an extensive and
varied background in education and
performance. He holds a BA in music
education from Carroll University and
an MA from the University of Wisconsin.
He taught for twelve years at a variety
of grade levels. Blair is currently an
author and part of the advisory group
for Lorenz Educational Press along with
being an author and composer for
Heritage Music Press. An accomplished
composer and arranger, Blair has over
70 compositions and arrangements in
print, as well as many commissions for
college, high school and middle school
groups throughout the United States.



By Neal Hefti
Arranged by Peter Blair
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