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Magnificent Minnesota

Forests, rivers, parks, and prairies—Minnesota has them all, making it one of the most diverse and beautiful states in the
USA. Known as the “Land of 10,000 Lakes,” it is a summer destination for boating, fishing, water skiing, tubing, and
camping. There are 72 state parks, spectacular sights, wonderful wildlife, and great cities. Minnesota is truly magnificent!
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Mississippi River Adventure

The headwaters of the Mississippi River are located in north central Minnesota at Lake Itasca State Park and flow southward
for 2,530 miles to the Gulf of Mexico. It is the fourth longest and the tenth largest river in the world. Mark Twain called it,
“The Great Mississippi, the majestic, the magnificent Mississippi rolling its mile-wide tide along, shining in the sun.”
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Lady’s Slipper Waltz

Minnesota’s beautiful state flower is the Lady’s Slipper, a brightly colored orchid in pink, red, white, or green. It blooms from
early June to mid-July and has a very long life span—some may be 100 years old! Lady’s Slipper is found in spruce and tama-

rack bogs, wet meadows, swamps, and cool, damp woods.
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Riverboat Rag

Steamboats and riverboats played an important role in the early settlement of the Midwest. As rivers were the primary method
of trade and travel in the 19" century, riverboats took wood and produce to markets down the river and brought manufactured
goods to communities up the river. It was a thriving industry along the banks of the Mississippi River in Minnesota.
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