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El Gato Pizzicato

By Richard Meyer (ASCAP
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Your students’ 4

flavored salute

ns will run wild’as rehearse and perform this charming Spanish-
reat way to Mitroduce shifting basics and high vs. low finger patterns,
for stu

this sel is also a wonderful way dents to learn about tone painting.
The p egins with a brﬁ uction based on the musical equivalent of the word “cat”:
ST e maifithe llows, derived from the opening arpeggio. Glissando “meows”
heard throughoutithe @rchestra (an introduction to the basics of shifting).

The'second se%quotes the famous cat theme from Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf but in

a minor ke icting a not-so-friendly feline. A variety of “hisses” (performed by everyone

cha he cat becomes more friendly and content. It is suggested that the vocalized

in unis@ m this cat’s unsociable demeanor. As this section closes, however, the mood
i

“M n'measure 50 be performed as a solo, but can be assigned to more than one performer

We conductor’s discretion.

The opening section then returns. The cat becomes quite relaxed (m. 52-55) and settles in for
a nap, only to be startled by a noisy dog. The piece ends with a final “Hiss!” and a run to safety.
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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.




2 Commissioned in honor of Tammy Sutton by the 2012 Dayton Oaks Elementary School String Orchestras, Dayton, Maryland
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