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Introduction to Music Notation

4/4 Time Signature

Whole Note

O A whole note takes up four beats.
Strike the first beat and rest on the next three.

Quarter Note

A quarter note takes up one beat.
Strike on each beat.

X Notehead
>J The X notation means to strike the rim.*
Barline

‘ Indicates the end of a measure and when to
start counting from beat one again.

/{f The top number tells us there are four beats per measure.
4 The bottom number tells us the quarter note gets one beat.

More about time
signatures on page 38.

Half Note

A half note takes up two beats.
Strike the first beat and rest on the next one.

Repeat Sign

Go back to the beginning and play again.
Page 15 discusses more advanced rules.

*Strike the rim furthest from where you are.

DIRECTIONS: Write the beat number below each note, and then play each line (see #1).
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If you want to succeed, know what you want, be passionate about it, study and work hard —Dave Black, Author & Composer
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Quarter Rests | Lesson 1.2 |

Quarter Rest

A quarter rest takes up one beat.
Count the rest like a quarter note, but do not strike the drum.

PART A
DIRECTIONS: Write the beat number below each note, and then play each line (see #1).
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PART B

DIRECTIONS: Draw the bar lines where they belong, write the beat numbers below each note, and then
play each line.
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