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Dedicated to the New Mexico School of Music for the 2013 Dennis Alexander Piano Competition

Popé’s Rebellion
The “Pueblo Revolt of 1680,” often referred to as “Popé’s Rebellion,” was a revolt of the Pueblo people against the Spaniards 
who were colonizing the region now known as New Mexico.  Since their arrival in 1540, the Spanish had tried to convert the 

Indians to Roman Catholicism and forced them to work for them.  Popé, a religious leader from Taos Pueblo, secretly organized 
a widespread rebellion, and on the night of August 10, 1680, successfully drove the Spaniards out of the area.

Dennis Alexander 
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Kokopelli Magic
Kokopelli is a trickster god of several Native American tribes in the Southwest.  He is usually depicted as a hunchbacked man 
playing a flute.  Based on images found engraved on rocks, Kokopelli dates back over 3000 years.  He is said to be the god of 
fertility (presiding over childbirth and agriculture) and the spirit of music.  Legend has it that the hunch on his back depicted 
the sacks of seeds and songs he carried, as he traveled from tribe to tribe, spreading joy, music-making, and dancing to those 

around him.

Dennis Alexander 
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Sunset on the Sandias
The Sandia Mountains are Albuquerque’s most prominent natural landmark.  One of the most enjoyable features of the Sandias 
is the glowing watermelon colors they display during sunset (the word “sandia” is Spanish for “watermelon”).  The Sandia Peak 

Tramway takes visitors to Sandia Peak, the 10,000-foot crest of the Sandias.  The “Turquoise Trail” on the east side of the 
mountains is a scenic highway with fascinating historic stops from Albuquerque to Santa Fe.
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